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Nearing completion is the Sports
and Convocation Center boasting
a 200-meter indoor track, three
basketball courts, a volleyball
court and restaurant.

New buildings, more
green space transform
CNUCampus
f you haven't visited the CNU campus lately, you
might not recognize your alma mater.
A transformation is occurring at CNU, changing
the one-time branch of the College of William & Mary,
then commuter school, to a more traditional university
campus.
Among the changes are the new Sports and
Convocation Center and James River Residence Hall,
currently under construction, and numerous planned
projects, including the Center for the Arts and a third
residence hall and renovation of Ratcliffe Gym.
The campus eventually will be fronted by green
space on Warwick Boulevard. That improvement is
tied to the Virginia Department of Transportation's

I

plan to widen Warwick Boulevard from four to six
lanes. Bike trails and sidewalks will also be constructed.
"C U's construction projects will change the face
of mid-town Newport News," says CNU president Paul
Trible. "The Sports and Convocation Center and the
Center for the Arts will be the signature buildings of
the new CNU. These world-class facilities will
complement the world-class teaching our students
receive."
The Sports and Convocation Center, to be
completed this summer, will provide 10,000 square
feet of wellness space. It will feature a 200-meter
indoor track, three basketball courts, a volleyball court
and a superb restaurant.

This will be the performance venue for CNU's
winning basketball, indoor track and volleyball programs.
It will also accommodate up to 5,000 for convocations.
James River Hall, which will also be completed this
summer, will house 440 sophomores, juniors and
seniors, and it is already fully booked. This state-of-theart residence hall will provide three different living
options - apartments, suites and themed units, where
students with similar academic or club interests can
share living areas. A third residence hall, a 660-bed
facility, is being planned.
Plans for the exciting Center for the Arts are
underway, with construction scheduled to begin in
2001. This $40-million facility, designed by the worldrenowned architectural firm of Pei Cobb & Freed, will
include a 1, 700-seat concert hall, a 440-seat theatre
and music hall and a 200-seat studio theatre.
The center, which will encompass a portion of
Ferguson Hall, will attract famous artists and performers
from around the world. This facility will also become a
superb teaching and learning space for CNU students.
A parking garage is planned for the north side of the
center after the closing and re-routing of Shoe Lane is
completed.
Upon completion of the Sports and Convocation
Center, Ratcliffe Gym, which has been home to CNU
athletics for 33 years, will undergo a major renovation.
The $2.4-million project will convert the gym into a
modern academic building with classrooms, offices
and computer labs.

New dining options are a part of the campus master
plan. Einstein's Cafe, offering Starbuck's coffee, milkshakes, sandwiches and desserts, opened in Captain
John Smith Library in February. Students can take a
study break and get a snack while checking their e-mail
in the cafe. It is already a rousing success.
A food court, planned for the Student Center
where the Terrace is now located, will offer several
nationally-known food brands. Construction on this
project is expected to begin in May and completion is
anticipated by mid-August.
The entire Student Center is also scheduled for a
$4.4-million renovation. The old "Christopher's" cafeteria will be converted into a large, up-scale conference center with movable partitioned walls. It will offer
a full array of food services for staff, student and
community functions.
A new bookstore will be built on the east side of
the Student Center. The current bookstore will
become a new entrance and will house student activity
rooms, offices and lounge space.
Playing fields for field hockey and women's
lacrosse complete the capital projects list. The field
hockey / lacrosse fields, to be located at the corner of
Prince Drew and Moore's Lane, will be completed this
summer. Plans for a football stadium have not been
completed.

Saunders Plaza, at the heart of
CNU's campus, is located on the
Commons and framed by
McMurran Hall, Wingfield Hall,
Administration Building and
Smith Library. It features a lighted
fountain and maiestic bronze
sculpture of Canadian geese in
flight.
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CNU Alumni Society President Yvonne
McCoy announces the 2000
Distinguished Alumna.

he Vietnam veteran sits
quietly in his wheelchair
at the VA hospital in
Wilmington, DE.
In his weekly therapeutic
dance classes with teacher
Margaret "Marty" Gorin, '82,
he has tried to muster enough
confidence to bend over and
touch the floor. Gorin understands his fear of falling, yet she
knows that movement keeps
the joints oiled, the muscles
flexible. In her gentle, persistent way, she encourages him.
Marty Gorin
Finally, with determination
and a burst of confidence, he bends over and touches
the floor. "That was a glorious day for me and quite an
accomplishment for him," recalls Gorin.

T
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Whether she's teaching creative movement classes to
elderly nursing home residents
or choreographing theatre
skits for disabled performers,
Gorin is doing what she loves
to do: dance.
A 1982 graduate, Gorin was
nominated for this year's
Distinguished Alumnus Award
by the CNU Alumni Society.
Goren lives in Newark, DE,
with her husband Greg
and their 13-year-old son,
Brandon. These days, Gorin
is busy choreographing an
upcoming Brandywiners production of Crazy for You, a
musical with a 110-member cast.
"Choreography offers me something that I thor-

--------

oughly love, whether I'm interpreting the rhythms of
the music, making a statement through dance, or
helping to move the story line forward," says Gorin,
who began dancing at age 3.
She finds helping those with disabilities the most
satisfying aspect of her career. Gorin is a founding
member and artistic director of AbleArts, a non-profit
amateur theater group comprised of people with
and without disabilities. "All the work we present is
original," she says. "Our purpose is to provide
opportunities for the disabled to participate in the
performing arts and to demonstrate to society that
people with disabilities have something of value to
contribute."
While working at the VA hospital as an artist-inresidency, she choreographed a "wheechair dance"
for 18 participants for which she won a gold medal in
the 1998 National Veterans Creative Arts Dance competition.
"The power and impact of Marti's use of touch,
honor and respect encouraged patients to move their
bodies, minds and souls in ways they had not previously explored," says VA social worker, Margaret
DuVal.
Gorin began her dance therapy career shortly
after earning her psychology degree. "The director of
the Newport News Therapeutic Recreation Program
asked me if I would like to start a pilot theatre program for the disabled. I wasted no time in saying,
'yes,"' says the former Captains cheerleader.
Gorin co-scripted, choreographed and performed in We're Handi-Capable, a play dealing with the
barriers and capabilities of people with disabilities.
The program earned two awards during its nine-year
run.
"I learned an enormous amount from that experience," she says. "Most of the members in the play
were able-bodied at one time. Through misfortunes,

Marty performs a wheelchair dance with a member of AbleArts.

they lost their capabilities. It showed me just how
vulnerable we all are."
Gorin understands on a personal level how
vulnerable one can be to physical disabilities because
she is hearing impaired. "As a young girl, I lost the
use of my right ear after five corrective surgeries," she
says. "It fiddles with my sense of balance."
But it doesn't slow her down. Gorin is an executive board member of Very Special Arts Delaware, a
national non-profit creative arts program that highlights the artistic abilities of the disabled.
"There is an entire population of people whose
creativity has never been tapped, purely because no
one thought to tell them that they, too, can create,
dance and have fun," says Gorin.
"Where other people see a person in a wheelchair, Marty sees a dancer," says Paul Mackey, president of AbleArts.
"People who feel disabled are made to feel very
able when they have been taught dance and creative
movement by Marty. She is a very gifted teacher."
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Talented players,
great coaching
spell S-U-C-C-E-S-S
for CNU sports
W

anted: Extra large trophy case for Sports and Convocation
Center.
With several national and regional championships now under its
belt, and a football team on the way, Christopher Newport
University's athletic program is going to need the extra trophy space.
A total of eight Dixie Conference President's Cups line the
shelves. It's no wonder the present trophy case is bursting at its seams.
And no matter how you gauge the success of a college athletic program,
CNU ranks at the top echelon on all NCAA Division III programs in
the United States.
To cite some of the highlights: the Lady Captain track teams have
won 12 team national championships and 60 individual national
titles. The men's basketball teams have appeared in 13 NCAA
tournaments in 14 years.
CNU's track teams hove risen to notional prominence over
the years. Shown here ore members of the 1986 CNU track
But there are more than just
and field team (1-to-r): Silvio Douglas, Jim Williams, Maureen
numbers behind the Captains'
Gallagher and Cindy Smith.
prowess.
"It starts with the strong
commitment we've had from the school administration," says CJ. Woolum, athletic
director since 1987. "It's always provided us with the resources
we've needed to put strong programs in place."
And that commitment has grown even stronger in recent years
with the upcoming $15-million Sports and Convocation Center.
Bricks and mortar aside, the most important ingredient in a
successful collegiate athletic program is the human factor the athletes, says Woolum.
Just take a glance at women's track. Since 1987, CNU
has won 12 of the 26 indoor and outdoor national championship meets. Sheila Trice was named the NCAA Track

Track coach Vince Brown, left, and President Paul Trible proudly display the
1997 NCAA Division Ill Women's Indoor Track Championship trophy.

I

Athlete of the 1980s. She won 15 individual national championships, set numerous national records and was awarded AllAmerican recognition a staggering 32 times in her four-year
career.
Currently, senior track star
Casey Taylor holds nine AllAmerican awards and one nation"Over the past
al championship. She was recent20 years, I've
ly named Indoor Female Field
Athlete of the Year.
watched our
Track coach Vince Brown, who
program grow
joined CNU in 1980, has built a
from a team that
dominant program. Brown has
won numerous National Coach of
practiced in the colthe Year awards. This year he was
lege parking lot to
honored as the Women's Indoor
Track South Region Coach of the
what we have
Year.
today," says
"Over the past 20 years, I've
watched our program grow from
Brown. "We have
a team that practiced in the colsome of the best
lege parking lot to what we have
facilities in all of
today," says Brown. "We have
some
of the best facilities in all of
Division Ill."
Division III now."
Then there's CNU men's
basketball. The 1999-2000 season
Captains guard Albert Haskins goes for a slam dunk at one of
was the second best in Captain history with a 25-3 record and a
last year's home games.
national ranking as high as No. 2. The Lady Captains have
appeared in seven NCAA tournaments, including five in the
1990s.
The men's track teams,
somewhat overshadowed by the
extraordinary efforts of CNU
women, have finished as high
as No. 3 in the nation and have
had 54 All-American athletes of
their own.
In golf, CNU has had either
its entire team or at least one
individual appear in the NCAA
national tournament 10 times
since 1986. Scott Scovil won the
individual championship in
Captains outside hitter Heather Vaden keeps
1994.
the ball going as Heidi Jackson (right) and
The softball teams in the
Donna Fodella (left) look on.
1990s won at least 24 games
every season and either won or
shared a Dixie Conference championship in every year but one. Overall,
they played in three NCAA championships.
Cross country, as well, has dominated the Dixie Conference with 18 wins
in the last 20 championships.
With new facilities on the horizon and the addition of football, CNU
seems sure to maintain its spot as one of the top Division III athletic
Captains senior Rob Robinson is up at bat.
programs in the nation.
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lumni will be able to watch CNU football when visiting their alma mater,
possibly as early as fall 2001.
When the CNU Board of Visitors met in
December, it unanimously approved a
football program at CNU after studying an
extensive report submitted by the football
feasibility committee. CNU will be the only
state university in Virginia to play at the
Division III level.
"It will be one more commitment to an outstanding liberal arts college," said President Paul
Trible. "We want CNU to be one of America's best
liberal arts colleges, and I believe football will play a
role in that."
Possible effects of starting the program include the
start-up of a marching band and an increased enrollment by about 100 football players and 60 band members.
Supporters of the program cited increased fundraising
possibilities, more school spirit, greater alumni interest in
returning to campus, increased visibility and publicity for the
university, more curriculum opportunities in athletics and music
and increased recruitment potential of not only athletes but also
students who desire a "traditional" college experience.
Supporters included 341 of 465 students polled, the Student Government
Association, the Alumni Society and the student life committee.
"At CNU we recruit student-athletes. We will never diminish the quality of our
academic program to advance any athletic activity," Trible said. "The quality of our academic and
athletic program is increasing dramatically from year to year, and that will only continue."
He also said football will expand and enhance the total sports program by making enlarged weight, training and
locker rooms available and building stands around the track, benefiting track and field athletes.
Football is the latest sport to be added at CNU. In the past few years, CNU has added women's soccer, women's
lacrosse and women's field hockey.

A
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CNU athletes
inducted into
.,. ._ Hall of Fame

Ted Berry
Ted Berry, Wayne Block, Chris
Jones and Maura McColgan were
inducted into the CNU Athletic
Hall of Fame during half-time
ceremonies at the Captains vs.
Methodist game in January.
Berry, who played basketball
for CNU from 1991-94, set a school
record his senior year with a 27.3
scoring average, including a record
47-point outburst at Salisbury State.
Wayne Block
He was named second team AllAmerican and first team All-South
and was voted player of the year in
the Dixie Conference.
He is currently playing professional basketball in England and
was nominated most valuable player
for the English League all-star
game last year.
Block, CNU sports information
director, has won 35 national
awards from the College Sports
Information Directors of America.
He received the Virginia Sports
Chris Jones
Information Directors Association
distinguished service award in
1997.
Jones has headed the training
office for 18 years. She has developed a cooperative relationship
with the Virginia Orthopedics and
Sports Medicine Group and serves
as CNU's strength coordinator.
McColgan, who attended CNU
from 1988-93, was one of the top
distance runners for the Lady
Captains. She was a four-time AllSouth/ Southeast Region runner
Moura McColgan Marcella and competed on the All-Mason
Dixon Conference team. She holds
the CNU cross-country record for
time at 18:42.

Casey shares a relaxing moment
in Einstein's with friends Oscar
Gomez-Romero and Denita
Eason.

In March, she was chosen Division
III National Indoor Track Female Athlete of
the Year, Division III Female Field Event Athlete of
the Year at the National Championship Indoor Track
Meet and Female Indoor Track Athlete of the Year for the
South/Southwest Regional-NCAA Division III.
In spite of her athletic prowess, sports are not Casey's
first priority. "School is number one," says Casey. "My
parents, my boss and my coach know this, and they
support me."
While practicing track several hours per day, Monday
through Friday, and devoting most weekends to track
meets, Casey devotes even more energy to her education.
Majoring in English with a minor in Women and Gender
Studies, she holds a 3.60 GPA and is president of
Omicron Delta Kappa national leadership honor society,
secretary of Sigma Tau Delta English honors society and
a member of Alpha Chi honor society. She is a
Presidential Scholar with a full academic scholarship.
"Balance is the key as a student athlete," Casey says.
"I learned to manage my time in high school as a student
athlete. I'm not a social butterfly; I don't have the need
to go out every night and party. I'm the nerd on the track
team- while others are playing cards and talking, I'm the
one using the desk in the hotel room. I take a book when
I go out to eat."
She values her small group of close friends and goes
to the movies or hangs out in Barnes & Nobles for entertainment. She and her roommate plan to take rumba and
salsa dancing classes, and "pleasure reading" is her
passion.

Her
family Is
central to her
success. "My family is
the key that makes everything worthwhile," she says. Her
family lives in the "dream house" that
Casey, her mother, step-father and siblings took
two years to build on a 40-plus-acre track of land outside Farmville.
They dug the foundation and drove nails while living
in a camper for more than a year to save money for the
house. "That was hard, but the experience taught me that
hard work pays off in the end," she says. She is also close
to her father, who lives in
Smithfield.
Casey's plans for the future
include getting a master's
"Success to me is
degree and Ph.D. in English or
being happy with
multi-cultural studies, then
joining the Peace Corps. She
what you're doing
hopes to be appointed to a
and doing what .
country in southern Africa. "I
think it's fascinating to study
you love and
j
and live in different cultures,
believe in. It's also
_and I want to learn from the
people and give something
important to have i
back at the same time."
a wonderful supShe's already busy "giving
porting cast of
1
back" to her community.
A member of the Athletic
family and friends
Department's Victory Mentoring
around you."
Program, Casey works with
"borderline" students at Booker
T. Washington Middle School,
advising them about study
habits, time management and self-esteem issues.
Money is not a motivator for Casey. "I don't think to
be successful that you need money," she says. "Success to
me is being happy with what you're doing and doing what
you love and believe in. It's also important to have a wonderful supporting cast offamily and friends around you."

Casey and roomate Hilary Beverage prefer studying to the club scene.
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Creator of 'Meg' living
his childhood dream
s a youngster growing up
in Newport News, Greg
Curfman dreamed of being a
cartoonist. He remembers lying on
his parent's living room floor reading his favorite section of the newspaper - the comics.
Now, the 1980 C U graduate
can read his own comic strip in the
Sunday paper.
Curfman, 43, is the creator of
the popular cartoon strip, "Meg!"
which chronicles the life of a strongheaded, witty little girl who loves soccer. "Meg!" lives for the thrill of competing on the soccer field, never
misses a chance to annoy her little
brother and expects to win the
World Cup MVP and be elected president in the same year.
"Having four kids under the age
of 16 is a life experience worth
writing about," jokes Curfman from
his home in Raleigh, N.C. "Meg gets
a little part of her personality from
each one of my kids."

A

'VJ£LCOME.,CHILDR£1..1, TO
THE lW~ TU!'~Jo\'( TAfFY
FACTORY

Curfman, a 1974 Warwick
High School grad, is married to
the former Diane Simpson of
Newport News. They have four
children: Katie, 15; Steven, 13;
Christopher, 9; and Jason, 5. As a
young entrepreneur, Curfman painted rocks and sold them at Hampton
Coliseum shows. He began drawing
cartoons while a senior at Warwick
High.
He penned some of his first
cartoons for The Captain's Log. "I
created a strip called 'Figleaves' that
was based on the Adam-and-Eve
story, and penned some editorial
cartoons as well," says Curfman, who
earned his bachelor's degree in marketing from CNU and his master's in
applied science (computers) from the
College of William and Mary.
Mter graduation he landed a job
with IBM writing computer software.
To satisfy his creative urge for
cartooning, he designed his family
Christmas cards. But that wasn't
.. MADE FRoM ~OlHI~G BUT
1\.i£ ftNEST,All- Ni\TURAL
IIIJ GR~'DlEI>.lTS

CNU graduate Greg
Curfman penned
some of his first
cartoon strips for The
Captain 's Log . (Photo
courtesy of United
Feature Syndicate)

enough. His goal was to become a
syndicated cartoonist.
In 1995, after struggling with
several different concepts over
the years, "Meg!" was born. Curfman
signed a contract with United
Feature Syndicate and the strip
began appearing in newspapers in
March 1997. "It was sort of like winning a door prize or a small lottery,"
he says of his acceptance.
"Syndicates receive something
like 5,000 submissions every year and
from that number they launch only
two or three per year, and a good
percentage of those are from previously-syndicated cartoonists, not new
cartoonists."
Anne Grimes of United Feature
Syndicate says, "It's a cute and funny
strip and a lot of people can relate to
soccer; that was a big draw."
The toughest part of cartooning,
he admits, is coming up with a neverending stream of ideas. "I cut it close
sometimes, but I've never actually hit
a brick wall; I've learned that the
ideas will always eventually come to me."
How does a father of four find
the energy to work a full-time job,
create a weekly comic strip, and
coach his daughter's soccer team?
"I owe a lot to my wife, Diane,
who helps me organize our schedule," he says, adding with a hint of
sarcasm, "I also save about 10 minutes every day by not shaving. I could
save even more time by skipping my
morning shower, but we have a family
rule that nobody is allowed to smell
worse than the dog."

ELLS
~·D
keep family tradition going at CNU
raduating from CNU is practically a prerequisite for a
successful career if you're a
member of the Caldwell family.
David Caldwell started the family trend when he graduated with an
accounting degree in 1979 from
Christopher Newport College. His
eldest son Tom, a programmer analyst with NASA, walked in 1997.
Youngest son Shane earned his computer science degree last year. And
daughter Renee expects to graduate
with a double major in government
administration and theatre in 2002.
CNU's excellent teacher-to-student ratio, friendly atmosphere and
campus location were draws for his
children.
The youngest Caldwell, Renee,
almost broke the family tradition.
She attended Campbell University
during her freshman year, only to
discover that she missed being home
with her family and friends.
Renee says she is particularly
impressed with the theatre program.
Since her first theatre class here, she
has been involved with almost every
production. She is currently assistant
director for Women of Trachis.
Renee's aunt and uncle, Noelle
and James Barefoot, are graduates

G
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The Coldwell's family tradition continues at CNU with (1-to-r) youngest daughter, junior Renee
Coldwell; her father, David; and brothers, Tom and Shane.

of the class of '93. Noelle is a teacher
at Mcintosh Elementary School and
James works at Mastech North
America Inc.
The Caldwells all agree that
CNU is heading in the right direc-

tion. Tom credits President Paul
Trible for many of the positive
changes that have taken place in the
past few years.
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'Whatever happened to 000?'
A visit with retired CNU professors
Dr. Stephen Sanderlin, Jr., who lives in orfolk, is busy planning
his next travel excursion. Last year he cruised the inter-passage of Alaska, transited the Panama Canal and visited Acapulco, Mexico. Sanderlin, who began
teaching at Christopher Newport College in 1963, was the first professor with a
doctorate degree, the first head of the English Department, and the first dean
of Academic Affairs.
Doris Reppen, another of CNU's first
professors, began teaching French and Spanish
at CNC in the early 1960s. Now she lives in
Flagstaff, AZ, where the southwestern climate
and pristine beauty of the mountains appeal to
her. Born in Argentina, Reppen visited
her native country last year and also traveled to Italy and Greece. This year
she plans to go
to Switzerland and
Egypt.
Biology professor

Dr. Jean Pugh
retired 11 years ago , but she remains very active . The
Gloucester resident is an avid supporter of public
school education. She volunteers at Abingdon
Elementary School and serves on the Gloucester
School Board.
Biology professor Dr. Robert Edwards,
former dean of Academic Mfairs, retired from CNU
in 1985. But he's still teaching introductory biology
courses at Thomas
Nelson Community
College. He's also a
dedicated volunteer at The Virginia Living Museum and The Mariner's
Museum. He and his wife, Edith, reside in
Newport News. They traveled to Hawaii and
_.
Canada last year.
On the west coast, m La Jolla, CA, professor
Edwin Boyd is often in the midst of a
fundraising event for the Democratic campaign.
Boyd taught business and economics courses for
25 years at CNU. He lives one block from the
beach and says the California weather is perfect.
He keeps up with the stock market, collects gold coins and volunteers at his
local hospital on an advisory board.
14
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Calendar of Events
A lOth and 25th Year Reunion is planned for 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 26.
A reception begins in the Alumni Room with a concert following at 8 p.m.
in Gaines Theatre featuring jazz guitarist Norman Brown. Tickets are $32
per person or $60 per couple. RSVP to Lucy Latchum, director of special
events, at 594-7702.

Alumni Society's Annual Dinner will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, May 5, in the
Student Center. An awards ceremony for the Distinguished Alumni will be
presented. The dinner is open to all Alumni Society members. The cost is
$20 per person. RSVP by calling 594-7712.
Super SpeakerJ im Hart, former quarterback for the St. Louis Cardinals and
Washington Redskins, will speak at 7 p.m . Tuesday, May 9, about lessons
learned from the gridiron. Tickets are $10 and available through the CNU
Box Office at 594-8752.
Commencement will be held on the great lawn at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 13.
The keynote speaker is JoAnn Falletta, music director of the Virginia
Symphony.
The third annual Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival kicks off April 26 in Gaines
Theatre with well-known guitarist Norman Brown and Hampton Roads'
own Jae Sinnett Trio. Spyro Gyra, one of the most successful commercial
jazz bands, performs April 28. Grammy-award winning artist Diana Krall
closes the festival April 29. Following the concert, the Woody Beckner
Group will perform in the CNU Jazz Club adjacent to Gaines Theatre. The
festival honors "The First Lady of Song" who was born in Newport News in
1918 and won more Grammy awards than any other jazz artist in music history.
Tickets for Norman Brown are still available at (757) 594-8752 .

Einstein's: You don't have to be a genius to enjoy it
Albert Einstein's Cafe made its debut opening Feb. 2 in the Captain John
Smith Library. The elegant cafe features Starbuck's coffee and pastries in
a trendy atmosphere where patrons can relax, read or log onto the
Internet. Serving up Starbucks brew are (1-to-r) Ruth Anne McMain,
Kamron Hollyfied, Amanda Foy and manager Janine Bruner.
CHRI STO

Plans underway to bring Governor's
School for the Arts to the Center
School superintendents from Newport News,
Hampton, York County, Williamsburg/ James
City County, Poquoson and Gloucester have
been working with CNU to establish a Governor's
School for the Arts at the Center for the Arts.
The new school will be operated as an extension of New Horizons and be dedicated to teaching performing and visual arts courses that are not currently offered at
local high schools. Area superintendents enthusiastically support the new
school as a way to offer high-quality arts instruction that otherwise might
not be available.

Virginia Symphony collaboration may lead
to series at the center
A long-term collaboration between the Virginia Symphony and CNU is
in the works. Paul Trible now serves on the Symphony Board and
Symphony Music Director, JoAnn Falletta, will be the C U graduation
speaker in May.
"The Symphony has been interested in finding a high-quality facility on
the Peninsula in which to perform," says Maestro Falleta.
"The Center for the Arts offers us an opportunity to provide full
orchestra masterworks concerts, pops presentations and chamber ensembles. Its creation is very exciting and deserves wide support."

Center to stimulate the region's economy
This landmark facility promises to have an immediate postttve economic impact through initial construction, ongoing operations and the
spending of its audiences.
The feasibility study for the center projects that the total economic
impact from the construction of this $40-million facility will be $106
million. Additionally, the report estimates the ongoing direct annual
impact of the center to be $4.7 million and the effect of ancillary annual
spending by audiences at $ll.5 million.

John Lawson tells why he supports the center
The president and CEO ofW. M.Jordan Company,John Lawson, is an
ardent supporter of the center and has made a $100,000 gift to the project
through his company.

"My wife Paige and I are asked to support a lot of causes, but this
center is different than virtually everything else," he says. "Giving to the
center is a real investment in our community, in the growth of cultural
activities, in the visual and performing arts and in improved education
and teaching of the arts to our high school and CNU students.
"Our children and grandchildren will be the real benefactors as the
center greatly improves our community."

249 CNU faculty and staH contribute to center campaign
A key measure of the Center for the Arts' campaign is the number of
CNU faculty and staff providing financial support.
Two hundred forty-nine CNU faculty and staff members have
contributed $188,602 and have helped to significantly raise awareness for
the center throughout the community. It helps immensely in making the
case for private, corporate and governmental support to be able to say
that the CNU family of faculty and staff are strongly behind the creation
of the center.

Theater Department hires new director
in anticipation of the center
In anticipation of the new Center, CNU recruited a highly qualified
and widely experienced director for its Theater Department, Jeffrey
Pressman.
Pressman joined CNU in July where he serves as an associate professor.
His professional and teaching background in theater, film, directing,
acting and playwriting is extensive with an undergraduate drama degree
from Yale and graduate work in directing at Carnegie Mellon University.
Pressman has directed more than 35 professional and academic
productions and is author of 10 original plays, adaptations and translations.

In Search of...
All Christopher Newport
University Alun1ni
In an effort to bring alumni from around the globe back together,
Christopher Newport University is proud to announce the publication of
an all-new Alumni Directory.
Scheduled for release in summer 2001 , our Alumni Directory will be
the most-up-to-date and complete reference of more than 10,000
Christopher Newport University grads ever compiled. This comprehensive volume will include current name and name when a student (if different) as well as class year(s) and degree (s) earned from Christopher
Newport University. Each biographical listing will also include home
address and phone number, names of spouse and children and detailed
professional information.
The new 2001 edition will list alumni alphabetically with the information outlined above, by class year, by geographic location and by occupation in our special career networking section. In addition to this, all
alumni with e-mail addresses will be listed by name with their corresponding class year and e-mail address.
The Alumni Office will soon begin researching and compiling the
data to be included in the directory by mailing a questionnaire to each
alumnus/ a/ . Please be sure to fill it out and return it as soon as you
receive it. If we don ' t have your current address, please contact the
Alumni Office at (757) 594-7712 as soon as possible so we can make sure
you receive a directory questionnaire.
With your participation, the 2001 edition of the Christopher Newport
University Alumni Directory is sure to be a great success. Look for more
details on the project.

Magazine

Find your name etched
into CNU history
at 'Brick Bash'
ESSE fiiW•Swn·· e···

Join fellow alumni and friends for
the University's first "Brick Bash" to
'I•••r• Poole
Presitl~lft S!J.R
celebrate the phenomenal first-year
(l}f•ss of /999
success of the Brick Campaign.
Alumni and friends have purchased
274 bricks since the Brick Campaign
kick-off last May. The Brick Bash will be held at 5 p.m. Wednesday, June 28,
as a way for the university to say "thank you" to contributors.
Included in this issue of the Almnni Magazine is a Brick Campaign
brochure. To order your brick, securing your invitation to the Brick Bash,
simply complete and return your brochure today.
These bricks, representing donations of $100 each, are arranged
around the magnificent Saunders Plaza at the center of the campus in front
of the Captain John Smith Library. An elliptical walkway frames the plaza
and features a lighted fountain and majestic bronze sculpture of Canadian
geese.
You will have the opportunity to locate your brick - your lasting
impression - while enjoying iced drinks, summer refreshments and live
music by CNU'sJazz Combo.
For more information, call Lucy Latchum at (757) 594-7702.

Is a gift annuity right for you?
True or False
I would like to make a gift that not only helps CNU, but
provides me with income for the rest of my life.
I would like to receive regular, fixed payments.
I would like a portion of each payment I receive to be tax-free.
I would like to receive a charitable income tax deduction for
my gift.
I would like to reduce the size of my estate to lessen or avoid
estate taxes.
I would like to know more about charitable gift annuities.
If you answered "true" to any of these questions, a gift annuity from
CNU may fit your needs. For more information contact Norma
Brown, director of gift planning, at (757) 594-7805 or by e-mail at
nbrown@cnu.edu. All inquiries are confidential.

CHRISTO

Artist's love for
American Indians
inspires work of art

C

hief Sitting Bull. Red Cloud. Little Turtle. Courageous warrior chiefs
forever etched into America's history. And now, thanks to renowned
bronze sculptor, Griffin Chiles, CNU is the permanent home for 23
of her bronze-on-granite portraits of American Indians.
Chiles presented her
sculpture to President
Paul Trible last October
during an opening reception at The Falk Gallery.
The collection is temporarily located on the
fourth floor of the
Administration Building.
"I thought the university
would be interested in
having them for the
Center for the Arts," says
Chiles from her Norfolk
studio.
·At the dedication ceremony are (/-to-r) President Paul
Trible, Rosemary Trible, Griffin Chiles and her
husband, Dr. Hampton Chiles.

Chiles' career began at an early age. She
painted religious murals in churches at age 10
and created her first sculpture when she was
14. An art teacher who recognized her talent
arranged for a scholarship in sculpture at the
University of Louisville. She later studied
ew York and France.
She became interested in sculpting
historical American Indians in 1988
after many portrait commissions.
"I was attracted to the expressions on the faces of Native
Americans. They have so much
emotion, and it was a challenge
for me to catch their likenesses."
Nobility, pride, courage and
great inner strength are ever
present in the faces of these
bronze sculptures and generations to come will appreciate
the work of her hands.
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Office of Alumni Relations
1 University Place
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Miss Virginia 1999, Crystal Lewis, one
of the spring Super Speakers, spoke on
the importance of volunteering in
public schools. The Denbigh High
School graduate greets one of her former
classmates, Alex Cheney.

jj~
CIIRISTOPIU:gNrnrPORT
.....
C':l

~

-·
~
z....
~

.....

"'"'C':l
0

"'"'C':l
0

;:::J

;:::J

z
u

UNIVERSITY

C':l

~

0

-=:

~

0

0...

z s
u

..r::

~

bO

c

·av

~

>

~

~

.E~

1).)

u

tE

0...

N

0
~

I

1).)

£:!

>--

C/)

-=:

C':l

v,"'

0...

~

;

~

-----=:
1).)

~

"0

-;:::""'

,.d

rJJ

~

riJ.

~

....
~

~

0

~

c.,

'@

s
1).)

"0

;::l

u

.S

~

1).)

'@

s

1).)

"0

;::l

u

.S

~

1).)

s
C':l

z

~ "5-

"'0;::l

C':l

z

1).)

~

C/)

0...

1).)

£:!
C/)

u

26
132

0
.....

"0

s

v,"'

z

----c
1).)

v,"'

0
......
......

...

s0

~

....-::.

Forwarding and Address
Correction Requested

0 N

~ ~c:::l

~

0...

...

~
~

1).)

..r::

=~
~

1 University Place
Newport News, Virginia
23606-2998

1).)

-=:

onprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
ewport News, VA
Permit No. 2608

~

z

0
.....

0

~

~

z
.....
~

0

u

~

j

z
.....

"'"'
:::a "0.....
~

0

:r:

1).)

"0
~

cG

~
0

"'"'

1).)

.....
"0 "0
1).)

~ f=;

c~ G

II~

(IIRISTOPIU:g,NrnrPORT
UNIVERSITY

Office of University Advancement
l University Place
Newport News, VA
23606-2998

Nonprofit Org.
U .S. Postage
PAID
Newport News, VA
Permit No. 2608

Order Information
Name _______________________________________ Daytime Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Street Address--------------------------------- City/ State/Zip ----------------------------I would like to purchase a brick paver (at $100) for the fountain/sculpture project on the CNU Plaza . Please inscribe my brick
paver as shown below. Note: if the brick is a gift to someone else or in memory of a loved one, you may want to write the words
"In memory of'' before the name. You are welcome to list more than one name. However, there is a maximum of 3 lines with 18
characters per line.

Examples
Jolm Sm zt!J
Cia.-:' of 1974
Jones Fm111~1'
Sne '89 liet/; '91
Clms '90
l11 Memm:v of
111_1' jJill'CIItS

!Ld::.Ciu:

111111111
111111111
111111111

1111111
1111111

II IIIII

111 Hmwr t!f' JJr. E.
Spmccr Wise
Pro}L'ssor 19(!4 - '80

Method of Payment

D
D

Check enclosed
MasterCard

DvrsA

Make checks payable to the Christopher N<jwport University Educational Foundation [CNUEF].
Mail to CNU, Office of University Advancement, 1 University Place, Newport News, VA 23606-2998.
Your donation may qualify as a matchind gift through your company; Please check with your
organization.
Exp. Date - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Card No.

Name as it appears on C a r d - - - - - - - = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Signature

'

For more information) please call the Office of U1;iversity Advancement at (757) 594-7702.
MASO

