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erguson Enterprises, Inc., the largest plumbing
supply distributor in the United States and headquartered in Newport News, announced its gift of$1 million to Christopher Newport University for the construction
of the Center for the Arts. This announcement of the largest
corporate gift ever contributed to CNU was made at the
University's Fall Convocation.
"We're very proud of CNU and what it means in our
community," said Ferguson Enterprises President and CEO
Charlie Banks. "Part of Ferguson's corporate mission is to
make a contribution as individuals and as a company to our
communities. We want to live and work in a community
with great dreams and opportunities for all. That is why we
are so enthusiastic about the creation of a world class Center
for the Arts that will distinguish our community and change
the way we think about ourselves."
Ferguson has a long history of community involvement
through its contributions to the visual and perfonning arts,
historic preservation, service and health groups and education. Its contributions to education have included professorships and scholarships at several Virginia universities. The
company has actively supported CNU through contributions
to the Annual Fund and the William Styron Scholarships.
Two Ferguson associates have been appointed by Virginia
Ferguson Enterprises Presidenl and CEO Charlie Banks
governors to CNU's Board of Visitors.
CNU President Paul Trible said, "The Ferguson gift is
the largest corporate contribution ever received by CNU and underscores the
importance of this world class Center to Virginia."
"Hampton Roads has been Ferguson's corporate home for almost 30 years, so
our executives are very aware of what a wonderful area this is to conduct business,
raise families and enjoy life," said Ferguson Enterprises Chief Financial Officer
Tom Mitchell. "The Center for the Arts will be an educational and cultural presence which will be felt throughout Southeastern Virginia and will make Hampton
Roads an even more attractive place to live and work."
The Center for the Arts has been designed by the architectural finn of Pei,
Cobb & Freed. The CenBanks (r) announces a gift of one million
ter will house three perdollars to CNU's Center for the Arts.
forming arts venues including a 1700-seat concert hall ideal for a broad range of symphony, opera, dance, musical theater and assembly events. The Center will also house a
500-seat theater and music hall and a 200-seat experimental theater and spaces for the visual arts and teaching.
Construction is anticipated to begin in late 1999 and will
take 18 to 24 months to complete. ))~

F

CNU Board member Margaret Bowditch (l); Charlie and Mari Ann
Banks at Fall Convocation.
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE-CNU Unveils Master Site Plan

l

. 1
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an atrium. A two-and-a-half story, fiftyfoot wide atrium will extend from the
front to the back of the sports complex.
Inside the sports complex will be a
200-meter indoor track, three basketball
courts and a volleyball court, along with
10,000 square feet of fitness and wellness
space. Eighteen hundred spectators will
watch CNU's nationally-ranked teams
from bleachers that extend to the
courtside.
The fitness and wellness space will
include aerobic exercise, dance classes,
stairmasters, free weights, treadmills and
a range of other exercise equipment.
There will also be office space for the
University's athletic director and
coaches.
Trible says the extraordinary facilities will draw high schools and
community groups as well. "It will be a
marvelous vehicle for student recruitment and will add immeasurably to
student life on campus," said Trible.
Construction of the complex is
expected to take fifteen months. It will
be completed in April of2000. Students'
fees already in place are funding the
project.
Additional spaces could be added
onto the sports complex in the future spaces that might contain the University
Bookstore, additional well ness space and
a swimming complex.

Ratcliffe Gymnasium
Once the Sports,-Wellness and Convocation Center is completed, Ratcliffe
Gymnasium will be converted into a 21 ' 1
century classroom building complete
with modern classrooms, computer labs,
and offices for the faculty. The
Commonwealth of Virginia has already
given the University $3 million to
renovate Ratcliffe Gymnasium. The
refurbished building, in combination
with the new Center for Business and
Technology, the former Crestar Bank
building, will significantly increase
CNU's academic space for classrooms,
computer labs and faculty offices.
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Residence Hall

Center for the Arts

The University's most ambitious
Just a couple of months after CNU
project on the drawing boards, the
breaks ground on the Sports, Wellness
Center for the Arts, will be built on the
and Convocation Center, it will break
Ferguson property.
ground on a second residence hall. It is
Trible says the proposed widening
being built specifically for upper class
of Warwick Boulevard and rerouting of
students and will open in the fall of2000.
Shoe Lane will provide an extraordinary
Many of the spaces will be single rooms
opportunity for the University to unite its
and the living quarters will be arranged
in apartments
and suites with
~
living rooms and
kitchens.
The twosided complex
will open to the
University campus. While architecturally the
building will be
similar to the
Santoro Residence Hall, the
color of bricks
-s=;.... - .............
...
will be different.
The traditional CNU 's second Residence Hall will be built specifically for upper class
red brick of the students.
campus wi II be
campus. Pointing to the model, Trible
combined with a lighter brick. Sections
beams as he says, "This is the Center for
of the residence hall will be "punched
the Arts. A spectacular colonnade will
out" to create a simultaneous contrasting effect.
continued on page 4
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become the architectural signature for the
Center for the Arts, and certainly the picture postcard for Eastern Virginia, if not
all ofVirginia.
"The challenge for Pei Cobb Freed
and Partners was how to combine the old
with the new. The columns give the Center a decidedly 21 st Century look, but the
colonnade brings unity to the composition and serves as the way in which
people will walk back and forth," Trible
explains.
The three-story 900-foot colonnade
will sweep along Warwick Boulevard. It
will be bricked in the back so as people
walk toward the Center they will not see
the old high school or the parking
garage.
The l, 700-seat concert hall inside
the Center will have natural acoustics.
"If you stand at center stage, every word
that you whisper can be heard clearly by
folks seated in the back row of the second balcony," said Trible. "There isn't a
venue like that in Virginia. There are just
a handful of those in America."
The concert hall will contain two
balconies, 16 side loges or boxes, an
orchestra pit large enough for a symphony orchestra and a massive stage and
fly space above it that reaches nine stories high.
Trible says the entrance hall leading
into the concert hall will accommodate
500 people seated at dinner or 1,000
people standing. The marble hall will

Dr. Richard Cheney, Associate Professor ofBiology; Dr. David Alexick, Associate Professor ofArt;
D1: Marsha Sprague, Associate Professor ofEducation; and D1: Greg Henry, Associate Professo r of
Art, study the model for the Center for the Arts.

contain a spectacular staircase and a
flying bridge connecting the balconies.
Two additional performing arts
venues will fill the Center for the Arts a 500-seat theatre and music hall and a
200-seat experimental theatre.
The performing arts are just one
piece of the Center. The facilities will
also include a vibrant visual arts capability and teaching and learning spaces.
Trible hopes the Peninsula Fine Arts
Center will become part of the Center for

the Arts facility. The visual arts center
will serve as the west front, have its own
dedicated entrance and connect to the
rerouted Shoe Lane. The colonnade along
Warwick Boulevard will be the east front.
Ferguson ' s existing gyms will
become gallery spaces and will include
a 200-seat experimental theatre. The old
cafeteria will be converted into office and
studio space.
The teaching and learning space will
not only be used by CNU faculty and students in the fine and performing arts, but
plans include a Governor's School for the
Arts as well. The curriculum at the
Governor's School will be an extension
ofNew Horizons, the Governor's School
on the Peninsula with a visual arts and
performing arts curriculum.
"We will create a world class facility to which thousands of people will
come from around the world to walk the
colonnade and see the architecture ofPei
Cobb Freed and Partners," said Trible.
"Thousands more will come inside
to enjoy the best of the visual and
performing arts. It will change forever the
image of this community to the world and
our own image of ourselves." II~
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Empowering Leaders
for Tomorrow

T

wenty freshmen are the first to participate in
Christopher Newport University's new President 's
Leadership Program.
Jesse Gray from Courtland High School in Spotsylvania
says the program has been invaluable to him. "The Leadership
Program has exceeded my expectations on both how I was going to be treated and the level of professional development I
would achieve. From the start I have enjoyed having real input
and having my input valued."
Mary Beth Brinkley from Lakeland High School in
Suffolk, says the program has significantly affected her as well.
"As more and more time passes of my freshmen year at Christopher Newport University, I am
(Above -l to 1): Cindy Knupp, Direct01;
Presidents Leadership Program; and
leadership students Tracee Persiko and
Anne Johnson climb a 50-foot wall
during the Outdoor Adventure.
Leadership students Naomi Tuft (l) and
Mary Beth Brinkley (r) discuss their
leadership slogans with Dr. Carolyn
Hines, President of C. W. Hines and
Associates.

"As more and more
time passes of my
freshmen year at
Christopher Newport
University,
I am discovering how
incredibly fortunate
I am. My involvement
in the Presidents
Leadership Program
makes me proud and
excited to be
a part ofsuch a
dynamic university. "

-MARY BETH BRINKLEYdiscovering how incredibly
fortunate I am. My involvement in the President's Leadership Program makes me
proud and excited to be a part of such a dynamic university."
The student-centered learning experience is challenging the
students through experiences that include meeting regional,
national and international leaders, special field trips, community projects, and discussions on selected leadership topics.
Cindy Knupp directs the President's Leadership Program.
Knupp holds a master's degree in leadership and has conducted
leadership training for college students across the Commonwealth during the past fifteen years.
"It's amazing to me how much
has happened in such a short period
of time," said Knupp. "My goal is to
empower the students so they can
learn to lead."

continued on page 6
5

....

The program began in the fall with
an Outdoor Adventure which took
students on a sailing expedition on the
Chesapeake Bay for five days. The
twenty student leaders crammed onto two
30-foot sailboats. It was this experience
that the students say drew them together
as a class.
"I learned that being put out of my
comfort zone, and into a place far beyond
was a test of endurance," said Pamela
Todd from Centreville High School. "I
often felt like giving up, but then I realized that every tribulation was a stepping
stone for the future. Each time I was
faced with a challenge I told myself! was
becoming a stronger person and leader.
I was in the process of preparing for the
future."
During the experience students
endured a shipwreck drill, were isolated
on a deserted island, and were challenged
to climb a 50-foot tall wall, and a 40-foot
telephone pole with a rotating disk on top.
Trisha Spruiel from Bethel High
School in Hampton described her
experience. "We call this the pole," said
the instructor. "It is perfectly safe. It may
cause you to have a nervous breakdown,
shake profusely, drown in tears, curse or
collapse. Okay. Who's first?"
As Spruiel made it to the top, she
heard the voices of her peers. "What are

Leadership students Heather Vance (l) and
Lauren Davis (r) enjoy dinner at the Presidents
house with Rosemary Trible (c).

.... 6

(l to r):
Cindy
Knupp, Max Runager
of the San Francisco
49ers, leadership
student Brad Brewer
and Mikie Runage1~

you going to take home with you?" they
asked.
Spruiel blurted out "Bugbites!" "Oh,
come on, what else," they yelled. After
reflecting a little longer Spruiel replied,
"trustworthy friends and the experience
of a lifetime."
In addition to the Outward Bound
experience, the students are completing
The Theory & Practice of Leadership, a
student-centered learning experience.
Throughout the class, students have
been exposed to leaders from various
walks of life - the arts, science, sports,
and politics. Dr. Carolyn Hines, President of C. W. Hines and Associates, and
former CNU Board of Visitors member,
conducted a workshop on transformational leadership. Former Congressman
William Whitehurst gave a historical perspective and a personal, political perspective on leadership. Max Runager of the
San Francisco 49ers and his wife, Mikie,
talked about leadership in the public eye.
Each of the speakers made a significant impact on the students' vision of
leadership. Students were responsible for
inviting and presenting the speakers to
the class.
"I actually picked up the phone and
called a San Francisco 49er," said Brad
Brewer from Chancellor High School in
Fredericksburg. "Never in my wildest
dreams would I have imagined having the
opportunity, never mind the guts, to do
such a thing.
"I loved every minute of Max and
Mikie Runager's talk. No class has ever
moved me or taught me so much. I was

honored to have met them and even more
honored to have been the one who introduced them. They are special people with
some special experiences and 1won't forget the life lessons I walked away with."
Class members also enjoyed a
special dinner at Paul and Rosemary
Trible's home. Trisha Spruiel says a portion of President Trible's lecture particularly moved her. "Paul Trible ended the
class session on this note, 'Your adult life
begins when you decide how you want
to be remembered.'
"I want to be remembered as a role
model - I want to be remembered as a
leader who was loyal and patient- I want
to be remembered for my determination
and persistence in life."
Fifty-percent of the students' final
exam grade for the course is determined
by how they contribute to the program.
Students are involved in every aspect of
the program from creating a website to
publicizing the program.
During the next three years, the
President's Leadership class will have
the opportunity to participate in internships in business, government or a nonprofit organization and the opportunity
to complete a foreign study experience.
The students must complete fifty hours
of volunteer service before graduation.
Leadership students are awarded a
$1,000 scholarship for each of the four
years they participate in the program, live
on campus and earn an overall minimum
2.5 GPA. ))~
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CNU FUNDRAISING
CAMPAIGN EXCEEDS GOAL!
CNU's fast-paced and ambitious
1998 Faculty/Staff Campaign Partners in
Progress raised more than $78,000 - the
highest number of dollars raised in the
history of the campaign. Eighty-four percent of the CNU community gave an
average donation of $175!
At the Celebration Lunch, CNU
President Paul Trible thanked campaign
co-chairs Dr. Jouett Powell and Sharon
Case and the team leaders for their hard
work. "I am awed by your success and
your level of generosity," said Trible. "I
thank you personally and want you to
know how significant and important it is
in creating a truly great University."
Powell read a letter written by
Catering Manager Michelle McCoy that
shared her experience as a team leader.
"I feel extremely proud. I never thought
that the act of giving would be so rewarding to the soul. I feel that I have really
become a part of the CNU family. " As a
team leader, McCoy encouraged twentythree of her co-workers to give their first
gift to the University.
Other team leaders were recognized
for their hard work in the campaign. Team
4 Captains Valerie Woodard, program
support technician for the Business Office , and Bob Goodhart, Director of
Grounds, led their team to 100 percent
participation.
"After becoming involved and learning what the faculty/staff campaign was
all about, I became enthusiastic about it,"
said Woodard. "It was rewarding to see
the turnout from different co-workers and
how they gave back to the University."
Goodhart agreed. "We're willing to
give some of what we've earned because
it's more than just a workplace. It's a
contribution that we've been given the
privilege to make to the community."

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

(1 tor): Lucy Latchum, Director ofthe Annual Fund; Faculty Staff Campaign Co-chairs Dr. Jouett
Powell and Sharon Case; and CNU President Paul Trible.

The team led by Dr. Lisa Spiller,
associate professor of marketing, and
Dr. Antonio Siochi, associate professor
of physics and computer science, collected more dollars than any other team.
Spiller attributed the team's success to
each of her members. "I'm a firm
believer that people will support that
which they help to create and that if our
faculty and staff are involved in the planning, vision and course for CNU they
will contribute."

Several prizes were awarded to
those who contributed to the campaign.
Dr. Clyde Brockett, Falk Professor of
Music, won the Faculty/Staff Campaign
grand prize "Weekend Getaway for
Two" at the Omni Newport News
Hotel. Diane Rice, student accounts and
cash services manager, won a free continuing education class of her choice. Dr.
David Heddle, associate professor of
physics, won a gift certificate from the
Cheese Shoppe ofHidenwood Shopping
Center. ))~

Former Rector
David Peebles
Honored
At Fall Convocation, CNU
President Paul Trible presented
David Peebles, former Rector of
the Board of Visitors, with a
clock for his leadership to the
University and community.
David Peebles (r) admires his gift
from the University Community.
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FACULTY PROFILE

Passionate About Teaching
hristopher Newport University's
Dr. Kenneth Rose loves to teach.
His religious studies courses are
among the most sought after on campus
and students comment on the excitement
and enthusiasm he brings to class every
day. The associate professor of philosophy & religious studies was presented
the President's Award for Outstanding
Teaching during the University's Fall
Convocation. In 1996, Rose was
awarded the Outstanding Professor
Award from the Student Government
Association.

C

LifeLong Learning
Society Celebrates
10th Year
he LifeLong Learning Society
(LLS)
at
Christopher
Newport University ce lebrated its tenth year as an Institute for
Learning in Retirement. Founding
members of the LLS include the late
Dr. Agnes Braganza, Dr. James
Moore, Dr. Addison Duval, Elsie
Duval, Jackie Edge, Agnes Johnson,
Ruth Kernodle, Daisey McMenamin,
the late Keith McMurran, Lee Montgomery, Mary Montgomery, Doris
Reppen, and John Sewall.
During the past ten years, LLS has
grown from 35 to more than 400
members. The LifeLong Learning
Society offers classes, lectures, discussion groups, field trips and
to its members. ))~

T

LifeLong Learners gather in CNU's Student
Center for the start of classes.

~
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Prior to Rose's arrival at CNU in
1992, he was a teaching fellow at Harvard
University and an instructor at the
University of Richmond and the
University of Massachusetts in Boston.
"I became a teacher without thinking about it," said Rose. "I went to graduate school because I loved what I was
studying- philosophy and world religion.
When I was at graduate school I realized
I was going to be a professor. It was a
moment of truth. I didn't set out to be a
professor."
In the classroom, Rose introduces
students to world religion and teaches
them the philosophy of religion, comparative philosophy, and comparative
religion. "What I enjoy most about teaching is being able to shape the way people
think about some of the most important
issues of their lives - to shape how they
feel about religious issues and to call into
question, perhaps for the first time and
the only time, some of those sacred central ideas," said Rose.

Pianist Jon N akamatsu Opens
CNU Ramseur Series
Pianist Jon Nakamatsu opened the
25'h season of The Nancy A. Ramseur
Memorial Artists in Concert Series in
CNU's Gaines Theatre on October 3.
The gold medalist's show was a sold out
performance. ))~

(seated): Pianist Jon Nakamatsu. (standing,
l to r): Dr. Robert Carroll Smith, piano
instructor, CNU; Anne Haynes, piano
instructor, CNU; and Barry Wood, Department
Chairman, Fine & Performing Arts.

l
CNU President Paul Trible (r) presents D1~
Kenneth Rose with a checkfor $1,000for the
President's Award for Outstanding Teaching.

Outside of the classroom, Rose is
interested in religious differences and
how to see the commonality in those
differences. Rose recently co-authored

Knowing the Real: John Hick on the
Cognitivity of Religions and Religious
Pluralism. In addition, Rose has written
several articles on inter-religious
dialogue. ))~

SECRETARY
OF EDUCATION
VISITS CNU

S

tate Secretary of Education
Wilbert Bryant talked with
CNU's faculty, staff and students
during a visit to the campus in October.
The visit was part of a fact-finding tour
of Virginia's public colleges .))~

State Secretary ofEducation Wilbert Bryant (l)
and Honors Student and President's Leadership
Scholar Matt Backens.
C hristopher Newpor t Alumni Magazine
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ATHLETICS
CNU Awarded Dixie Conference
President's Cup

Athletic Teams
Recognized

f

l

During the University's
Fall Convocation ,CNU
President Paul Trible recognized the athletic teams
that achieved national
success during the 199798 season- the men's and
women's basketball teams,
the women's softball team,
and the men 's and
women's track teams.
The men's basketball
team finished the season
ranked 3'd in the nation,
were the undefeated Dixie
Conference Champions,
and received their 1Qth
NCAA bid in the last eleven
years advancing to the
Sweet 16.
The women's basketball team reached the
second round of the NCAA
tournament, won the Dixie
Conference Championship
and was ranked 5th in the
South .
The women's softball
team also won the Dixie
Conference championship
and advanced to the NCAA
tournament.
In track- the women
won both the NCAA indoor
and outdoor national
championships, five individual national titles and 23
All America Awards. The
men tied for third place at
the NCAA indoor championships and won 17 All
America Awards .))~

Mens Track Star Clyde Lewis (/) and Athletic Director
C.J. Woollum (r) present CNU President Paul Trible with
the Dixie Conference Presidents Cup for 1997-98. The
award is presented annually to the athletic department with
overall athletic success.

~
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Captains Basketball
~---

Dec 5
Dec 12
Dec 15
Dec 18
J an 2

J an 3

Men 's Basketball (standing, Ito r): Manager Lou Serio,
Antoine Sinclai1; Enwy Knight, Craig Dorosewicz, Tyrone
Harper, Kenny Stokes, Brandon Jones, Assistant Coach Jon
Waters, Assistant Coach Roland Ross and Head Coach C.J.
Woollum . (seated, I tor): Ben Matthews, Albert Haskins,
Jimmy Moorman, Kenny Carte1; Dante Henderson, Joey
Higginbotham and Tiran Matthews.

Wom en 's Bask etball (standing, I to r): Head Coach
Caro lyn Hunter, Assistant Coach Felicia Kemp, Karla
Rhone, Shelley Tolbert, Rasheka Barnes, Nadine Ward,
Serila Jackson, Tamara Pool, Cherrie Phillips, Assistant
Coach Barbara Lewis, and Assistant Coach Lynette Allen.
(seated, I to r): Tina Randolp h, Ebonie Cloyd, Leema
Madden, Sarany Sok, Christina Armstead and Lindsay
Sheppard.

J an 9
Jan 13
Jan 16
Jan 20
J an 23
Jan 29
Jan 30
Feb 3
Feb 6
Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 19
Feb 20

at Chowan
at Goucher
Salisbu ry St.
at Apprentice
C howan
Ramada Inn/Capta ins Shootout
Allentown, PA vs Mass-Dartmouth
CNU vs. Drew
Ramada Inn/Captains Shootout
T hird Place
C hampionship
Beth any, WV
at N.C. Wesleyan
at Shenandoah
Ferrum
Averett
at Methodist
at Greensboro
N.C. Wesleya n
Shenandoah
at Averett
at Ferrum
Greensboro
Methodist

Dec 12 Allen, SC
Dec 17 at Apprentice
J an 8 CNU Invitational Tournament
Wheaton, IL vs. Sava nnah A & D
CNU vs. Apprentice
J an 9 CNU In vitational Tournament
Third Place
Championship
Jan 13 at N.C. Wesleyan
Jan 16 at Shenandoah
J an 18 Ma ry Washington
Jan 20 Ferrum
J an 23 Averett
Jan 29 at Methodist
Jan 30 at Greensboro
Feb 3 N.C. Wesleyan
Feb 6 Shenandoah
Feb 12 at Averett
Feb 13 at Ferrum
Feb 16 at Va. Wesleyan
Feb 19 Green sboro
Feb 20 Methodist

8:00 PM
7:30PM
8:00PM
7:30PM
6: 00PM
8:00PM
2:00PM
4: 00PM
7:30PM
7:30PM
4:00PM
7:30PM
2:00P M
7:30PM
4:00PM
7:30 PM
4:00PM
7:30PM
4:00PM
7:30PM
2:00PM

5:30PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
8:00PM
2:00PM
4:00PM
5:30PM
2:00PM
7: 00PM
5:30PM
4:00PM
5:30PM
2:00PM
5:30PM
2:00PM
5:30PM
2:00 PM
5:00PM
5:30PM
4:00PM

Home games are held in CNU's Ratcliffe Gymnasi um. Tickets are $3 for general adm ission.
CNU faculty, staff and students are admitted free .

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine
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Computer Engineering
A team of eight Christopher
Newport University computer engineering students are partnering with NASA
engineers Wes Lawrence and Willie
Munden to design a digital processing
system for use in earth orbiting satellites
to detect water in soil. A field programmable gate array (FPGA) being designed
by the students will perform digital
filtering, correlation and accumulation of
data received by the satellite's antennae.
Currently, NASA utilizes a software
solution to correlate and analyze the data.
NASA engineers must wait more than
two days once they begin gathering the
data before they can begin to see the
results. With the aid of the CNU team,
NASA will be able to analyze the data
immediately using an integrated circuit
chip.
The students will create and test the
chip using a CAD-based system that
allows the entire design to be drawn and
tested on a computer prior to implementation. Then the design can be downloaded to the actual hardware for real
world testing.
Dr. Robert Hodson, Director of
CNU's Computer Science Engineering
Program, has divided his senior design
class into four working teams to complete
the project. "I think it's a benefit to the
students because it provides them with
experiences that they can't get in a typical classroom environment," said Dr.
.... 10

(standing, Ito r): Keith Forrest, Steve Roberts, D1~ Robert Hodson and Brian Dean.
(seated, l to r): Ben Dunton, John Williams, Mark Zeigler, Juan Navarro, Chris Hamilton and
Sanjai Menon.

Hodson. "They must solve problems unique to the laboratory setting. It prepares them
for work at NASA or any high tech institution in the country."
Student Chris Hamilton is in charge of the paper design of the project. "For us, it's
really exciting," said Hamilton. "We're getting on-the-job training as part of our class
and working side-by-side with real world engineers."
Students hope to complete the project by the end of the semester. NASA intends
to partner with other senior design classes in the future.

Nursing & Biology
During the past three semesters CNU's Angela Wilson, nursing instructor, and Dr.
Mark Gray, associate professor of biology, have been working with nursing and biology students in a joint endeavor studying bacteria in play areas. The student project
team includes nursing students Sandra Davis, Pamela Keifner, Catherine Grano, Amy
Corbitt and Virginia Everton, and biology students Kim Robertson and Susan Tipton.
The project began last summer after nursing students proposed the idea to
Wilson during a pediatric nursing clinical rotation. The idea for the project was based
upon student observations that suggested there was a relationship between their
children's visits to ball pits located in fast food restaurants and the onset of colds,
rashes, diarrhea, or other maladies.
The collaborative research project between the Nursing and Biology Departments
began shortly thereafter. Nursing students provided the clinical observation skills, and
biology majors managed the microbiological analysis. Together the students collected
Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine
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(Ito r): Amy Corbill prepares microbiology
plates in CNU's lab.

CNU faculty and students team up with Mcintosh Elementary teachers. (standing, Ito r): Anne
Merry, 1" grade teacher; Lea Abercrombie, reading resource teacher; Julie Newport, CNU student;
Marla Clemmons, kindergarten teacher; and Gayle Murphy, CNU student. (seated, Ito r): Lynn
Murden, 2"" grade teacher; Dr. Jan e Baitey, department chairman and assistant professor of
education; Rene Long, 2"d grade teacher; Michelle Jenkins, kindergarten teacher; Marie Hampton,
1" grade teacher; and Jennifer Cobb, CNU student.

the data, sampled seven play areas, developed a survey, and conducted follow-up phone
calls at three and ten-day intervals after children used the play area.
The students were awarded two grants to complete the project - a CNU faculty
development grant and a grant from the local chapter of the Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor Society for Nursing.
Robertson and Tipton presented their microbiological analysis of the ball pit
samples at the Virginia Academy of Sciences annual meeting this past spring. The
biology students plan to submit their findings to the Journal of Clinical Microbiology
as well.
The manuscript, "Are Ball Pits the Playground for Potentially Harmful
Bacteria?" has been accepted for publication by Pediatric Nursing.

4

Education
Students in Dr. Jane Bailey's Instructional Strategies course, along with
Mcintosh Elementary School teachers,
are presently working on an Elementary
Writing Development project. The CNU
students and Mcintosh teachers are
coding writing samples of children in
kindergarten through fifth grade to find
correlations between children's literacy
products and their overall academic
performance. Writing samples are being
collected five times during the academic
year and a developmental progression
will be plotted using standardized writing rubrics. The team of teachers and
students are meeting to code and identify
patterns of writing development for high,
average and low achieving children. The
implications for classroom instruction are
also being identified. Results of the
project will be used to develop a teacher's
guide which will identify the range of
writing development in each of the
elementary grades.
Mcintosh Elementary School is one
of three CNU Partnership Schools which
provides classrooms for CNU education
courses. ))~

Nursing student Sandra Davis collects data at an area ball pit.
Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine
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ALUMNI PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Upcoming Alumni
Events Calendar

Dear Friends,
Since my last letter, the Alumni have enjoyed an After
Work Party in Virginia Beach and a Tides baseball game with
a picnic at the ballpark. We shared a wonderful day at Busch
Gardens in Williamsburg with an all-you-can-eat picnic in the
Black Forest. Alumni Night at Riverdance in Chrysler Hall was
exciting and entertaining.
Barclay Sheaks' fans were able to take advantage of his
generosity in providing 1,500 limited prints to be signed and personalized at the Peninsula
After Work Party. The profits from the sales of the prints go to an art scholarsh ip and to the
Center for the Arts building fund. It is a wonderful opportunity to acqu ire a work of art and
help CNU. So if you don't have yours - order it today.
In the coming months, I hope to see you at some of our events. l hope you will come out
and support the men's and women's basketball teams. At the January 23, and the February 20,
1999 basketball games, there will be an Alumni Night to include a free buffet before the
games. So come out to the games, support the teams, visit former classmates, and share a CNU
experience.
My wife and I recently attended the play Tartuffe at the Gaines Theatre put on by the
University. We were impressed by the production and are excitedly looking forward to their
productions of Opera Lite, Cabaret, and Of Mice and Men. For information or reservations
call the CNU Box Office at 594-8752. The Nancy A. Ramseur Memorial Artists Concert
Series is underway for its 25'h year. I am looking forward to seeing the "Chorovaya Akademia"
Men 's A Capella Choir on March 6, 1999. I encourage you to take advantage of the many
wonderful events scheduled to take place at CNU this winter.
Now is not too early to mark your calendars and make plans to be a part of Homecoming
Weekend on February 19-20, 1999. We are really looking forward to Alumni Night at the
Phantom of th e Opera on April 16. Look for more details on this in the near future. Also,
make plans to attend the Annual Dinner on May 1, 1999. The Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival is
scheduled for April 25 to May I, 1999. Come listen to some excellent musicians and visit with
friends and former classmates at the Annual Dinner.
President Trible and the University have unveiled the "Master Site" plan for $70 million
worth of construction that will include a Center for the Arts, a Sports, Wellness and
Convocation Center, a second Residence Hall, and the conversion of Ratcliffe Gym into a 21"
Century classroom complex. The fundraising for the Center for the Arts is continuing and to
date $18 million dollars has been committed toward the project.
The CNU Phone-a-thon is currently underway with the University's goal being to contact
all the alumni. When you are contacted, remember what CNU means to you and please
give generously.
Alumni are welcome to attend scheduled board meetings. Come to the University; take
advantage of the opportunity to visit your Alma Mater; and visit with professors, fom1er classmates, and make new friends. l look forward to seeing you at some of these winter events.
I would like to hear from you. Please do not hesitate to call me at (757) 926-8859 or the
Alumni Relations Office at (757) 594-7712 .
Seasons Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year!
Bill Sharkey
Alumni President '98-'99

January 23
Alumni Pregame Buffet Lunch*
Ratcliffe
Small Gym
12 noon
Free to Alumni

February 19-20
Homecoming Weekend
Details TBA

February 20
Alumni Pregame Buffet Lunch*
Ratcliffe
Small Gym
12 noon
Free to Alumni

April16
Alumni Night @Phantom of the
Opera*
Chrysler Hall
8p.m.
$65/person

April 25-May 1
Ella Fitzgerald Music Festival

May 1
Annual Dinner*
Student Center
6p.m.
$12.50/person
*Advanced Registration Required
Call (757)594-7712 for additional information.

ATTENTION FORMER CNU ATHLETES!
If you are a former Christopher
Newport athlete, we want to hear from
you! The Athletic Department has compiled a list of nearly 500 former Captain
athletes and will soon be sending a
~
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mailing to everyone on that list to
reestablish ties with anyone who has ever
worn a Captain uniform.
With several exciting projects planned
in the coming months, we want to involve

everyone in the CNU family. All former
athletes are encouraged to write us in the
Sports Information office, e-mail us
at wblock @ cnu.edu or call us at
(757)594-7382. ))~
Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

A
SOUTHSIDE AFTER WORK EVENT.
Alumni and friends attended an after work event
at the Sheraton Oceanfront in Virginia Beach.

),

(l tor): Tracy Whitten '94, Yolanda White '90, Raven Wilkerson
'87, and Ronald Bailey '88.

ALUMNI NIGHT AT HARBOR
PARK. Alumni and families
gathered together for a great night
ofbaseball and fun as the Norfolk
Tides played the Toledo Mud Hens
in a double header game in August.
Rosemary and Paul Trible with CNU alums.

BUSCH GARDENS ALUMNI DAY.
Alumni enjoyed a day at Busch Gardens,
along with an all-you-can-eat picnic at Black
Forest on October 17.

...

(l tor): Paul '74 and Courtney Darden, Brooke McKee Burgess
'96, and Jonathon Burgess '95.

(/tor): Bill '76 and Nancy Sharkey and their daughter, Amanda.

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine
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Scholarships Recognize Academic
Excellence and Honor Loved Ones
CNU ALUMNI EsTABLISH MEMORIAL ScHOLARSHIP

CNU graduates Gerald ('71) and Evelyn L. McKenna ('72)
DesLauriers of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, are funding a scholarship in memory of Gerald's mother, Margaret M. DesLauriers,
who died in 1997. This scholarship assists students majoring in
health-related fields who are sophomores, juniors, or seniors
and who have a 3.0 or higher grade point average. Students
must be full-time and have evidence of financial need to be
considered for the Margaret M. DesLauriers Memorial
Scholarship.

averages, overall and in history specifically, must be 3.5 or
higher.
The Martha WoodroofHiden Memorial Scholarship is given
by the Susan Constant Committee of the Colonial Dames in
America in the Commonwealth ofVirginia.
Anyone may contribute additional funds to already existing scholarships. Persons interested in establishing new scholarships at CNU may contact University Advancement at (757)
594-7038 for details. Additional information about the abovenamed scholarships may be obtained through the CNU Office
of Financial Aid at (757) 594-7170.

LOCAL FIRM ENDOWS SCHOLARSHIP IN THE SCIENCES

GATS, Inc., a Newport News firm composed of physicists,
mathematicians, computer scientists, engineers, chemists and
management specialists, has established an endowment with
the Christopher Newport University Educational Foundation
to fund scholarships for students in math, science, engineering
or computer science.
Freshmen majoring in these fields who have a 3.0 grade
point average are eligible to apply. GATS stipulated its willingness to renew the scholarship for freshmen for three additional
years if they maintain a 3.0 average in their majors. Financial
need is also a requirement for consideration.
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP HoNORS NEWPORT NEWS
SHIPYARD APPRENTICE ScHooL ALuMNUS

After Charles A. Houdashell died unexpectedly while on
business in Denmark in 1997, his family and friends decided a
scholarship in his name at CNU would be a fitting and loving
way to honor his memory. Efforts were undertaken to raise
monies to endow the fund to make the scholarship a lasting
tribute, and an agreement was signed with the CNU Educational Foundation fulfilling the wishes of Mr. Houdashell's family and friends for a permanent scholarship.
Selections for the Charles A. Houdashell Memorial Scholarship are made from graduates of the Apprentice School at
Newport News Shipbuilding who matriculate at CNU. The
recipients may be part-time or full-time students.
SCHOLARSHIP ENCOURAGES STUDY OF HISTORY

Christopher Newport juniors majoring in history with
exceptional academic achievement are eligible for the Martha
Woodroof Riden Memorial Scholarship. Recipients must be
rising seniors and must be full-time students. Their grade point
~
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YOU can establish a
scholarship at CNU.
Would you like to establish a scholarship
at Christopher Newport University but
think you can't afford it right now? If so,
you ought to consider funding a scholarship through a bequest- an amount of
money or a percentage of your estate that
you leave to the University in your will or
trust. For a minimum bequest of$10,000
you can establish a named scholarship and
• make a major gift without
using any of the funds you
need to live on
• reduce your federal estate taxes
• make an enduring commitment
to your alma mater
• become a member of the
Navigator Society
Norma Brown in the Office ofUniversity
Advancement will be happy to explain how
c<y;Jtnlat<:e a bequest to CNU. Contact
her at (757) 594-7805, by e-mail
at nbrown@cnu.edu, or by
mail at CNU, University
Advancement, 1 University
lace, Newport News , VA
3606.

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

ALUMNI NOTES
60's
Jane Colonna Newton '67, Richmond, VA,
is an administrator at Sleep Disorders Center of
Virginia.

70's
Paul Babcock '73 , Gloucester Point, VA, is
executive director of the ARC of the Virginia
Peninsula, Inc. - the Sarah Bonwell Hudgins
Center in Hampton.
David Nichols, Jr. '77, Newport News, VA,
was promoted to manager of business
development at PYA/Monarch Food Service, a
division of the Sara Lee Corporation.

80's
Jennifer Lucas Phillips '90, Lilburn, GA,
has moved to Bethlehem, GA. Phillips is
pursuing a Doctorate of Pharmacy at the
University of Georgia.
Judy Remsberg '80 BS, '93 MS, Grafton,
VA, is executive director of the GloucesterMath ews Free Clinic. The clinic serves
uninsured , unemployed residents of the two
counties.
Frank Wilson '80, The Colony, TX, is manager ofhuman resources development for Nokia.
Wilson travels internationally delivering training seminars.
Art Thatcher '81, Hampton, VA, is superintendent of parks and recreation for the city of
Hampton.
Dr. Mark Young, Sr. '81 , Newport News,
VA , is owner of Advanced Management
Services.
Larry Joyner '83, Decatur, GA, has been
promoted to southeast district credit manager at
Sherwin Williams.
Dr. Sylvia Eaddy Spratley '85, Hampton,
VA, earned a Ph.D. in Educational Administration and Policy Studies from The George
Washington University in Washington, D.C.
This is Dr. Spratley's third graduate degree from
GWU. Previously Spratley completed her
master 's and education specialist degrees.
Penny Wolford '85 , Atlanta , GA, is
completing her last year of law school at John
Marshall Law School in Atlanta. Wolford is
expected to graduate in 1999.
Larry Piercy '86, Newport News, VA, is a
district manager for Blockbuster.
Michael Sledge '86, New Orleans, LA, has
opened the law firm Saporito & Sledge.
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Kevin Nourse '87, Washington, D.C ., was
promoted to manager of employee relations at
Price Waterhouse Coopers.
Dee Woodard '87 , Mitchellville, MD ,
received a Master of Science in systems
engineering from George Mason University.
Stephanie Anderson Hickman '88 ,
Newport News, VA, is a benefits coordinator
for the office of human resources at Hampton
University.

90's
Kimberly Hughes Carter '90, Newport
News , VA, has been promoted to escrow
analyst for Newport News Shipbuilding
Employees Credit Union.
Matthew A. Fearing '90, Lawrence, KS,
was promoted to assistant principal at
Southwest Junior High School.
Kate Owens '91 , Orange Park, FL, was
promoted to 4'h grade team leader and facilitator for "Success for All" reading program at
Clay County Schools.
Tracy Radford Kancz '92, Palm Harbor,
FL, has recently moved to Odessa, FL.
Rebecca Owen Deaux '93, Westfield, MA,
is an art teacher at Cathedral High School in
Springfield, MA. Deaux coaches cheerleading
and tennis. She is pursuing a master's in humanities from California State University at
Dominguez Hills.
Stephanie Rose '93 , Gainesville, FL, is
pursuing a Ph.D. in biomedical sciences at the
University of Florida.
John Caldwell '94 , Poquoson, VA, is
senior manager at Malvin , Riggins and
Company, P.C. in Newport News. Caldwell specializes in not-for-profits and estate, trust and
individual tax planning.
Kimberley Dempster '94, Boulder, CO, is
a second year law student at the University of
Denver College of Law.
Ellen Edwards '94 , Smithfield, VA, is
a customer service specialist for Monette
Information Systems.
Amy Camille Lockhart '94, Austin, TX,
is a counselor at Mt. Shadow Schools , a
therapeutic school for children with attention
deficit disorder, learning disorders and
behavioral problems.
LaTanja Riley-Hedgepeth '94, Newport
News, VA, is a licensure specialist for Newport
News Public Schools.
LTjg Corey Cook '95, Alief, TX, recently
participated in a training exercise while on a
six-month deployment to the Mediterranean Sea
and Arabian Gulf with the amphibious trans-

port dock USS Austin, part of the USS Saipan
Amphibious Ready Group.
Kathleen LeMons '95, Newport News,
VA, has been elected president of the Oyster
Point Kiwanis Club. LeMons is a Certified
Portfolio Manager with Wheat First Union.
LeMons recently graduated from the College
of William and Mary Graduate School of
Business Administration, receiving an MBA
with a concentration in finance.
Reinaldo "Dito" Morales, Jr. '95 ,
Richmond, VA, presented research he conducted on archaic rock painting from the greater
American Southwest and Northeast Brazil at the
International Rock Art Congress '98 in Portugal in September. In addition, Morales recently
had an article published in the online magazine
42Gr532 which addressed some of his initial
rock art research. Morales is writing his MA
thesis in art history at Virginia Commonwealth
University.
Traci Turner '95, Sarasota, FL, is a NCAA
collegiate women's basketball official for
Division I Conferences , the Southeastern
Conference, Southland Conference, Sunbelt
Conference, Trans-American Conference and
Ohio Valley Conference. In addition, Turner is
a licensed private investigator and a licensed
personal protection specialist.
Allyson Bouteiller '96, Newport News,
VA, is director of development and marketing
for First Atlantic Restoration in Virginia Beach.
Ivan Brown '96 , Suffolk, VA , is a
substitute teacher at John Yeates Middle School.
Stephanie Johnson Carter '96 ,
Hampton, VA, recently opened Baskets
Unlimited, a gift basket business.
Sidney Cobb, Jr. '96, Newport News, VA,
is pursuing a master 's in public health at the
Medical College ofVirginia.
Jennifer Jordan '96, Albany, NY, is a
writer and editor for the Associated Press '
Albany bureau.
Melissa Sharman Mister '96, Newport
News, VA, is completing a master's in
education at Old Dominion University.
Tom Mister, Jr. '96, Newport News, VA,
was promoted to senior software/ network
engineer. Mister is pursuing an MBA at the
College of William and Mary.
Heather Schollhammer Teague '96, Glen
Allen, VA, is -a special events coordinator for
the Children 's Museum of Richmond.
Jeffrey Benedict '97, Newport News, VA,
is a planner and estimator with Associated
Naval Architects in Portsmouth. Benedict has
been selected for inclusion in the 26'h edition of
Who's Who in the South and Southwest. He is
pursuing his MBA at the College of William
and Mary.
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ALUMNI NOTES
Linda Whitfield Allison '98, Newport
News, VA, is supervisor of the social services
department at the Salvation Army in Hampton.
Eric Brooks '98, Abilene, TX, is pursuing
a master's in environmental management at
Hardin Simmons University. Brooks is a parttime comic.
Ateba Darsha Gaines '98, Virginia Beach,
VA, is an administrative assistant director at
Pepsi Cola Company.
Deborah Wilson '98, Owings Mills, MD,
is a dividend processor at Legg Mason in
Baltimore.

Marriages
Eric Hunley to Leslie Smail '80, Virginia
Beach, VA, July 10, 1998.
Rob Tulloss to Lisa Wienecke '87 ,
Yorktown, VA, January II , 1997.
Woodrow Hickman, Jr. to Stephanie
Anderson '88,NewportNews, VA,August 15,
1998.
James Siegel to Darlene Mercer '88,
Hampton, VA, September 19, 1998.
Darich Runyan '95 to Jennifer Muir '95,
Newport News, VA, September 26, 1998.

J. Knox Teague to Heather Schollhammer
'96, Glen Allen, VA, May 30, 1998.
Mark Eggleston '97 to Darcie Dinter '92 ,
Newport News, VA, October 3, 1998.
Timothy Hedgepeth '97 to LaTanja Riley
'94, Newport News, VA, June 27, 1998.
Steven Werner to Heather Gwaltney '97,
Smithfield, VA, August I, 1998.
Willy Allison to Linda Whitfield '98 ,
Newport News, VA , July 6, 1998.
Robert Barlow to Lois Leonard '98 ,
Smithfield, VA, May 23 , 1998.
Clifton Everton Ill to Virginia McQuillen
'98, Arlington, VA, June 20, 1998.
Robert Halpin '98 to Aimee Barnes '97,
Chesapeake, VA, August 22, 1998.

Births
Christopher and Jeanine May Kinkaid '86,
Clermont, FL, a daughter, Casey May, May 15,
1996.
Larry '86 and Susan Piercy '87 ,
Newport News, VA , a son, Brian Christopher,
October 19, 1997.
Kevin '86 and Nhu Yeargin '86, Hampton,
VA, a son, Bryen Bennett, May 19, 1998.
Rob and Lisa Wienecke Tulloss '87 ,
Yorktown, VA, a son, Robert Stuart, Jr. , August
19, 1998.

You don't want to miss
CNU's spring theater season
featuring John Kander and
Fred Ebb's award winning
musical, Cabaret, and John Steinbeck's Depression-era tale Of
Mice and Men . Our spring 1999 productions will be held in the
John W. Gaines Theatre in the Student Center.
Cabaret
February 26 & 27 at 8 p.m.
February 28 at 2:30 p.m.

Of Mice and Men
April 9 & 10 at 8 p.m.
April 11 at 2:30p.m.

For reservations call 594-8752

Ticket Prices
General Admission $8
CNU Students Free
CNU Faculty & Staff and other students $5
.... 16

Timothy and Noel Macklin Easter '88,
Burlington, NC, a daughter, Maura Elizabeth,
July 28 , 1998.
Ron and Leigh Ann French Phillips '88,
Newport News, VA, a daughter, Hailey Garrett,
April 28, 1998.
George and Linda Meyls '90, Midlothian,
VA, a daughter, Hannah Settle, June 2, 1998.
Carter '91 and Lisa Harrell, Newport
News, VA, a son, Spencer Bryant, June 25,
1998.
Rodney and Karen Davis Wells '91 , Vernon, FL, a daughter, Jessica, February 28, 1998.
James '94 and Karen Young Binniker '93,
Highlands, NJ, a son, Brendan Patrick, July 10,
1998.
Scott and Cheryl Dudley Denton '95,
Hayes, VA, a son, Zachary Scott, August 26,
1998.
James and Katina Smith Keener '95,
Gloucester, VA, a son, Trevor Austin, June 21 ,
1998.
Patrick '98 and Sheri Kunkle Muzzy '90,
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD, a son, Tristan
Matthew, January 19, 1997.

Do You
Surf the
Net?
Visit CNU's Home Page at
http://www.cnu.edu for new and
interesting stories each month.
Catch up with fellow alumni on the
Alumni Public Message Board.
Keep up-to-date with the Alumni
Society Calendar and University
Calendar of Events. Also, look
for stories from the Mariner
newsletter, plus sports scores and
the latest publications on line.

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

Queenfinne s 8urnrner
by Barclay Sheaks

~st-in-residence, painter and author Barclay
Sheaks is offering 1500 signed prints of Queen
Annes Summer for purchase to alumni and friends

of Christopher Newport University.
You may reserve your print today by calling
CNU's Office of University Advancement at
594-7038. If you desire, the artist will personalize your print.
Profits raised from the sale of the prints will
be given to the University for the construction of
the Center for the Arts and to fund an art scholarship established by the artist.

Queen A nne s Summer

Number of Edition: 1 ,500 Signed
Image Size: 18 x 24
Paper Size: 24 x 30
Cost: $60 (Add $6 for packing and shipping .)
A framed print may be purchased for an additional
$85.00.

r------------------ --BEACON

t'5~o
E
~-<(t.!Jt.Q~
(1)~~~(1)

2~::Ezfil

z

Otil"--1-

zz-

;:>

~ ~

Christopher Newport University
Announces
the Inaugural Edition
of the BEACONOur Newest Literary Arts Magazine
Prose, poetry and visual arts from the
University's Continuing Education students
and LifeLong Learning members
Available in December for just $4.
Call CNU's Office of Continuing Education
at (7 57)594-7153 to reserve your copy today!
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