Department: Philosophy and Religious Studies

AREAS OF INQUIRY

Course Number Phil215

Course Name: Philosophy and Literary Theory WESTERN TRADITIONS

Check Box for Honors Course Consideration XX

This form must be submitted to the Faculty Council on Liberal Learning and Academic Life as part of the submission
process.

Please attach a proposed syllabus for this course and the Undergraduate Curriculum Course Proposal Form.

DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS: 17 February 2006

Please answer the following questions:

Check Only One:

¢ This course is an existing course (in the current curriculum) that we are now proposing for this Area of Inquiry.

X This is a new course that we are now proposing for this Area of Inquiry.

1. Name and contact information for the department chair administrating this course.

George Teschner

2. In any given semester, how many sections of this course is your department willing to offer?

Two sections

3. Why is this course being offered/what is it designed to achieve (Course purpose/goal)?

The purpose of the course is to introduce the students to the problems and issues
surrounding recent developments in Philosophy related to linguistic theory, linguistics,
and the philosophy of language. Some of the most important developments, in
Continental Philosophy, in the latter half of the 20" century and the beginning of the
21% century, center on the theory of language and literature. The goal of the course is
to deepen the student’s appreciation of the nature of the philosophy of language and
literature and to introduce the student to recent developments in Continental
Philosophy.



4. Check the objectives below that the course will address. The first two objectives are required and every
proposal must include at least one more objective from the list below.

¢ Critically examine the thought processes that have evolved in Western culture (required)

¢ Analyze primary works within the framework the course provides (required)

¢ Place one or more of the historical, artistic, or intellectual traditions of the West in its
cultural context

¢ Describe how the material under study has influenced the development of Western culture

0 Connect the historical roots of phenomena with later aspects of the tradition X

5. Briefly explain how this class addresses the above objectives. A course may cover more than three
objectives.

a.) The material will be discussed and examined in a pedagogical atmosphere of
textual exegesis, and critical inquiry and discussion. The approach of philosophical
pedagogy is to analyze argumentive writing for their assumptions and implications.
The readings are arranged for both conceptual connections and for an
understanding of the historical evolution of ideas.

b.) The course uses an anthology of primary sources that are approached
exegetically and hermeneutically. The students have a first hand exposure to
selections from the major seminal texts in the area of Philosophy and Literary
Theory. Since this is a 200 level course, the reading assignments will be will be
short, but very representative of the schools of thought and the writers from whom
the readings been taken.

c.) The course begins with the theory of language and literature in the thought of
Ferdinand De Saussure, from the *"Course in General Linguistics', and then in
chronological order, reading and discussing seminal writings in the areas of
Cultural Studies, Structuralism, Poststructuralism, Deconstruction, Marxism,
Feminist Theory and covering such authors are Barthes, Freud, Lacan, Derrida,
Foucault, Lyotard, Jacobson, Habermas, and other authors whose theories of
literature, writing and language have been informed by the Western Philosophical
tradition. The list of authors is formidable, but the approach is to be very selective
in both the quantity and quality of what the students are required to read.



6. Course Assessment: ldentify how this course will accomplish the above objectives (choose at least one).
0 Participating in class discussion and debate X
0 Engaging in teamwork and other collaborative exercises X
¢ Writing analytical or evaluative papers, perhaps incorporating original research X

0 Making oral presentations X
¢ Creating an artistic product or a performance
¢ Participating in fieldwork

¢ Other means — please identify

7. Attach a proposed syllabus, which includes a statement of purpose, course objectives, and how these
objectives will be accomplished.

See attached

8. Please identify and explain if this course contributes to the Foundations of Liberal Learning expectations for:

¢ Oral Communication Literacy:

The format of the classroom is primarily discussion. Students are required to
write short position papers on the discussion questions that are posted online and
discussed in class. The students are required to orally defend and explain their term
paper through the different stages of its development.

¢ Information Literacy:

Part of the course involves doing research outside the classroom, particularly over the
Internet, and using online library resources. This is required for individual writing
assignments that are posted on WebCT, and particularly for the term paper that is
required to be written for the course.

¢ Writing Literacy:

Students are required to write papers, communicate online by sending messages,
discuss the readings in class, write a term paper that goes through developmental
stages over the course of a semester.



9. Explain how this course connects to Vision 2010 — the CNU Strategic Plan.

The course connects with Vision2010 with its emphasis on critical thinking, writing,
and reading. Because of the very nature of the subject matter, it has interdisciplinary
implications for science, art, and history, and other areas in related fields. The course
Is essentially a values course that deals with the problematic nature of translating
knowledge into action. Because of an emphasis on critical research and writing in the
course, the student is exposed to a high level of scholarship in the area of study. The
course creates a community of inquiry by providing the instructor with the opportunity
to interact with the students about issues that are deeply important to both the
instructor and the student. In the course, students are encouraged to seek other
opportunities for learning and scholarship outside the classroom. The course is
designed to instill in the students a sense of rigor through expectations of excellence in
both oral and written communication and to encourage collaborative research and
scholarship between student and the instructor.

Submission Checklist:

By the deadline, submit a packet with the following documents to the Assistant Dean for Liberal Learning. Please
submit in electronic and hard copy form.

X Areaof Inquiry Course Proposal Form

__ X___ Syllabus for the Course

___X__Undergraduate Curriculum Committee Course Proposal Form



UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL FORM

Does this proposal affect Liberal Learning requirements? Yes No __X

1. Title of Course: PHILOSOPHY AND LITEARY THEORY
Proposed Course Number (cleared with Registrar): Phil 215

Prerequisite Courses: None

Catalogue Description (including credits, lecture, and lab hours):

The course will study and explore recent developments in literary theory and their
relevance for traditional philosophical topics concerning the nature of knowledge,
language, and reality. The course will also consider the way in which philosophy
has impacted literary theory. The focus will be on contemporary literary theory
and criticism. Among the contemporary schools of Western literary theory,
seminal writings in the areas of Cultural Studies, Structuralism, Poststructuralism,
Deconstruction, Marxism, and Feminist Theory, will be read and discussed.

Is the course cross-listed? If so, what is the number of the other course?

No.

**A proposed syllabus, including complete text and/or reference information, as well
as any relevant information to this decision, must be appended.
NOTE: All affected department chairs must sign approval on last page.

2. For whom is the course primarily intended? Explain why it should be added to the curriculum.

Majors and Non-majors

3. If this course is required, append a description of how the course fits into the curriculum. Indicate how
it affects hours required for graduation.

Course is not a required course.

4. Has this course been offered previously as a special topics course? If so, when? What course number was
used?

Yes, Phil395. Offered during Spring 2005



10.

Has this course, or one closely related to it, been offered at CNU previously?
If so, is that course currently being offered? How does the proposed course differ? When is the last term the

old course will be offered?

No.

What is the anticipated enrollment per offering for the next three years?

15-20

During which term will this course first be offered?
Fall 20 Spring 2007_X_ Summer 20

During which semesters will this course regularly be offered?
Fall20 Spring 2009 Summer 20

How will the course be staffed?

With existing faculty

Does the course involve a particular classroom, special equipment, or costs beyond those usually associated
with a course at CNU? If so, please explain

No.

Is the course repeatable for additional credit? If so, is there a limit to the number of times the course  can be
repeated? (e.g., applied music courses)
No.

If this course is for an Area of Inquiry

a. ldentify the Area of Inquiry Western Traditions

b. Demonstrate how your course will meet the objectives of this Area of Inquiry

The course begins with the theory of language in the thought of Ferdinand
De.Saussure, from the ""Course in General Linguistics' and then, in chronological
order, reads and discusses seminal writings in the areas of Cultural Studies,
Structuralism, Poststructuralism, Deconstruction, Marxism, and Feminist Theory
covering the original writings of such authors as Barthes, Freud, Lacan, Derrida,
Foucault, Lyotard, Jacobson, Habermas, and other authors whose theories of
literature, writing, and language have been informed by the Western Philosophical
tradition. The material will be discussed and examined in a pedagogical atmosphere
of critical inquiry and debate. The approach of philosophical pedagogy is to analyze
arguments for their assumptions and implications. Ideas are examined both
synchronically for their logic and diachronically as an historical evolution of ideas.



The course uses an anthology of primary sources that are approached exegetically
and hermeneutically. The students have a first hand exposure to selections from the
major seminal texts in the areas of Philosophy and Literary Theory.

This course was approved by:

(Liberal Learning core courses must be reviewed by BOTH academic Deans.) Concur Do Not
| Concur**
Department(s): (1) Date: r I
2 Date: - I
College Curriculum
Committee: Date: r I
Dean: Date: r I
Dean: Date: r I
Undergraduate Curriculum
Committee: Date: r I

Changes to the Liberal Learning requirements must be reviewed by the Faculty Senate.

Faculty Senate President: Date: - I

Provost Date: r I

Distribution by Provost Office following approval:
Department Chair(s), UCC Chair, Deans, Registrar

** If “Do Not Concur” is checked, please attach a statement of explanation.

Rev. 09/22/04



Phil 215 Philosophy and Literary Theory

Course Description: The course will study and explore recent developments in
literary theory and their relevance for traditional philosophical topics concerning the
nature of knowledge, language, and reality. The course will also consider the way in
which philosophy has impacted literary theory. The focus will be on contemporary
literary theory and criticism, but the course also will attempt to give some appreciation of
the history of literary theory in the West and well as related material of Asian thought,
specifically the Taoists and Moists of ancient China. Among the contemporary schools
of Western literary theory, seminal writings in the areas of Cultural Studies,
Structuralism, Poststructuralism, Deconstruction, Marxism, Feminist Theory, Queer
Theory, will be read and discussed. Readings will be selected from the following authors
and works listed below. Readings will focus on a central portion of the listed articles.
This is a wish list of readings. Some will be covered in class in part or whole. Others can
be selected as the basis for term paper topics. The chronology of the course will follow
the list starting at the top.

Readings:

Introduction to The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism
Structuralist and Poststructuralist Theory and Criticism
Lacan: "Agency of the Letter"

Barthes 'Death of the Author"; "From Work to Text"

Derrida, from "Of Grammatology"

DeMan, "Semiology and Rhetoric"

Lyotard, "Defining the Postmodern™

Foucault, from "Discipline and Punish”

Saussure, from "Course in General Linguistics”

Jakobson, from "Two Aspects of Language and Two Types of Aphasic Disturbance"
Fry "The Archetypes of Literature"

Jacobson, from "Linguistics and Poetics"

White, "The Historical text as Literary Artifact"



Strauss, "A Writing Lesson"

Austin , "Performative Utterances"

Deleuze and Guattari, from "Rhizome"

Marxist Theory and Criticism and Cultural Studies
Althusser, from "ldeology and Ideological State Apparatuses™
Williams, from "Marxism and Literature"

Habermas, "'Modernity- An Incomplete Project”

Jamerson, "Postmodernism and Consumer Society"

Hebdige, from "Subculture”

Haraway, "A Manifesto for Cyborgs"

Baudrillard, from "The Precession of Simulacra”

Moulthrop, "You Say You Want a Revolution"
Reader-Response Theory and Criticism

Iser, "Interaction between Text and Reader"

Fish, "Interpreting the Variorum"

New Historicist Theory and Criticism

Greenblatt Introduction to "The Power of Forms in the English Renaissance”
Post Colonial Theory and Criticism

Said, from Orientalism

Gender Studies, Queer Theory, and Feminist Theory and Criticism
Cixous, "The Laugh of Medusa"

Foucault, from "The History of Sexuality"

Bordo, from "Unbearable Weight"

Rich, "Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence"

Butler, from "Gender Trouble"

Text:



The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, Ed. M. Keith Booker, W.W. Norton and
company, 2001, ISBN 0-393-97429-4

Course requirements:

Attendance: Students are required to attend all classes and participate in class discussion
both online and in the classroom. Missing more 3 classes for a given assignment period will
result in grade reduction. Students are expected to email the instructor when they plan to
miss class.

Class notes: Selected students are required to post class notes on line for each class meeting.
The responsibility for posting the class notes will be rotated. Class notes must be posted
online before the next class meeting. Class notes should contain quotations from the class
and/or reading assignment. The notes should be written in prose rather than in bulleted
format and end with a closing question.

Number of messages: There are six grading periods. The dates for each assignment period is
listed at the end of the syllabus. For each assignment period, a quantity of 4 or more
messages is required for an A, 3 messages for a B, 2 messages for a C and, 1 message for a
D, and O for an F. For each grading period, 50% of the overall grade is given for the
quantity of messages and 50% is given for the quality of the messages. The quality of the
message is defined below. Messages can include class notes, answers to the discussion
questions, reports, and replies to other student's messages about the discussion questions.
Messages that do not conform to the criteria for a quality message will be placed in the
folder labeled 'redo’. The last message must be a summary message of discussion that has
taken place during the grading period.

Term Paper: A final term paper of approximately 2000 words (8 pages double-spaced) is
required from each student. The term paper topic, thesis, a 250 word abstract of the term
paper, and an annotated bibliography must be submitted by the deadline listed at the end of
the syllabus. Since the term paper is an argumentative essay, the abstract should outline the
argument that supports the thesis of the paper. Students will present their term paper in class
during the last week of the semester. The first draft of the paper is to be submitted for
feedback from the instructor by the deadline listed at the end of the syllabus. The term paper
should reflect and quote from the messages in the discussion board. For this purpose the
search feature of the discussion board is very useful.

Attention: The term paper topic, the abstract, the bibliography and the first draft of the paper
are all required. In case one or more are missing or significantly late, the final grade for the
term paper will be lowered one letter grade.

Rules Governing the Quantity and Distribution of Messages:



The messages that will count toward your grade in the course will be class notes for inclass
students, answers in part or whole to the discussion questions, and/or replies to other
student's messages about the discussion questions. In order to achieve maximum interaction,
messages are to be evenly distributed over the whole assignment period.

1. Although you are free to post more, no more than 2 messages will be counted per day. The
purpose of the rule is to insure that messages are distributed over the assignment period in
order to allow for replies.

2. At least half of the total number of your messages must be posted during the first half of
the assignment period.

3. At least one of the messages must be a reply to other student messages or to the instructor.
All students are required to include a question at the end of each message and one way of
replying to messages is to answer these questions. Students are expected to read all messages
sent by the instructor. Messages from the instructor will usually include additional questions
for discussion.

4. The last message posted for an assignment period must be a summary of the discussion
that has taken place in class. The word 'summary' should be used as the subject header.

Formatting of Message

Please give attention to how your message will look to others. You may check on this by
clicking the "preview" button before actually posting your message.

All postings must be color coded using the HTML editor supplied with the WebCTt
composer. Click on the button that says "HTML editor" . Use blue for quoted material from
the text, green for quoted material from other student messages, and bold for your closing
question.

Please separate quoted material from the rest of the text by three lines. This makes your
quote stand out. The instructor will be looking for quoted material, since quoting material is
required in every message. Separating quoted material by three lines above and below helps
the reader see the quoted material easier than if it were buried in the message. The spacing
assures you that you will get credit for using quoted material.

Separate your closing question from the body of the message by a three lines. Ending all
messages with a question is required.

If your message is an answer to a discussion question, copy and paste the discussion question
to the beginning of your message.

Some messages that do not conform to these criteria will be placed in the topic area labeled
"REDOQ" for revision. Whenever a message is placed in the "REDQO" topic area, it will be
accompanied by a message by the instructor explaning why the message has been removed
from the course section and placed in "/REDQO" . You can copy, paste, and revise your
messages and repost it in the current course section.

Quality of Messages:



A quality message must:

(1) contain a relevant quote from the reading assignment, and quote from the message to
which it is a reply, if it is a reply to another message. Messages that do not contain quotes
from the text are not counted. All quotes must be placed in quotation marks and set off from
the rest of the text of the essay by three empty lines above and below the quote.

(2) contain a commentary on the quoted passage and a reason and justification for the
statement or claim that the comment is making.

(3) contain a closing question based on the content of the message. The question must be
placed at the end of the message and separated by three lines from the body of the message.
The question must make explicit reference to the reading assignment. In other words,
the ending question of a message must be about the interpretation or understanding of
some specific part of the text. For example, if the reading assignment is Epicurus writing
about happiness, the question "What do you feel about happiness?" is not an acceptable
closing question. The question, "Is there anything else in addition to wisdom and justice that
are necessary for happiness according to Epicurus?" is an acceptable question. The summary
message does not need to end with a closing question.

(4) be at least 350 words in length.
(5) With the exception of class notes, the messages must relate to a discussion question.

(6) Messages can be replies to other student messages or to the instructor, but must conform
to all of the above criteria.

Other criteria determining a quality message are:
(7) Message should contain approximately 30%quotation; 70%commentary
(8) Quotations should be short and commentary should interpret the quote.

(9) Messages must contain good grammar and spelling. Download and use the spell checker
available from the main page of the class.

Messages that do not conform to the above criteria will be placed in the forum labeled
"conversational” and not counted toward the total number of messages that a student posts.
The student is free to resubmit the message if he or she finds that it has been moved to this
forum after making the appropriate changes.

An excellent message must have the following qualities:

It must be clear. Give examples where necessary or paraphrases where needed. Check your
grammar. Use paragraphs to divide different topics. Use subsections and subtitles if the
message is long or complex. Anticipate how different readers will interpret what you say.
Use summary statements to achieve closure.



It must be concise. Edit the message to see whether the same sentences can be stated in
fewer words. Do not repeat what has already been said. Do not give more examples than are
necessary for clarity.

It must be complete. When a judgment is made it must be supported by reasons. A good
piece of writing no matter how small must have the structure of a beginning, middle, and
end. Good writing has direction and motion. It can move from reasons to conclusions, from
questions to answers, from problems to solutions.

It must be convincing. An excellent message is one that contains compelling reasons to
accept its thesis. Argumentative writing gives reasons in support of a conclusion or
conclusions. The logical structure of the message should be explicit. Use conclusion
indicators and inference indicators such as the words ‘therefore’ and 'because’ to make visible
the logical relations.

Grading Benchmarks: on the homepage, under the label ‘Benchmarks' there is a
list of criteria that are used in grading messages. Use these benchmarks as guide for writing
messages as a way of understanding the grade that you receive.

Coding of subject header:

General Messages: An appropriate key word or phrase must be selected for the subject of the
message indicating what is the topic of the message. Look over the message log to see
whether messages have been posted on the topic of the message you wish to post and add
your message as a reply, otherwise start a new topic. Deciding on the subject of your
message is an important part of composing a message and effects the quality and
intelligibility of the message log.

Class Notes: In the case of class notes, the phrase "class notes” and the date of when the
class notes were taken is placed in the subject header, for example "class notes- 7/9/02".

Answers to Discussion Questions: In the case of answers to discussion questions, the phrase
"discussion question" and the number of the discussion question should be used in the
subject header. In the case of term papers, the words 'term paper' and the title of the term
paper must be placed in the subject header. In the case of reports of articles, the title of the
article should be used for the subject header.

Reports: If the report is from a book abbreviate the book title followed by the chapter or
page number. If it is a report on a video abbreviate the title of video.

Replies: Messages can also include replies to other messages. When replying to a message
hit the "quote" button at the top of the window that contains the messages. The entire
message that you are replying to will be displayed on the editor screen. You can then delete
or include any part of the original message in your reply. The subject header of the original
message is automatically inserted in the reply. For replies to be counted for a grade the reply
must include a quote(s) from the reading assignment and conform to the other criteria for a
quality message.



Assignments and Discussion Questions: Reading assignments are to be found under the label
"assignments™ on the home page and discussion questions are found under the label
"discussion questions”. Messages from the instructor often contain questions that also can
be used as discussion questions.

Discussion Board Topics:

""Topics™ are categories for organizing submissions to the Discussion Board. You will find
several topics on the discussion board. For the most part we will be working in topics whose
name corresponds to the various grading periods. Make sure that you are in the appropriate
discussion board Topic when you post your message. (If you send a message to the wrong
Topic, the instructor may move it to the proper Topic.) Please do not send assignment
messages to the instructor as personal (private) mail. (Of course, you may correspond with
the instructor or anyone else privately by using the course's mail feature.)

Among the Topics is one that is labeled "Suggestion Box-Anonymous." Students may make
comments in this Topic area without revealing their identities. This can be useful to someone
who wants to make a criticism of the course or propose a suggestion for how the course
should proceed, etc., without fear of retribution. In order to assure anonymity, please
remember to check the "anonymous" box before posting your message. Neither the
instructor nor anyone else will be able to identify the author of anonymous messages.

Other topic areas are ""Conversational’* and ""Redo"". The conversational topic area is used
for informal messages not necessarily related to the course and the redo topic area is used for
messages that do not conform to the required criteria and can be edited and resubmitted.
When a message is resubmitted, it should be copied and pasted to a new message and posted
in the current topic area.

Reading Messages:

In order to see all the messages posted in a topic area choose the option labeled
"'unthreaded", otherwise student and instructor replies will not be visible. To see only those
messages to which replies have been made choose *"threaded". There is also the option of
displaying only messages that you have not read by selecting *'show unread". You can
search all messages in a topic area according to a number of different criteria such as the
name of the sender, the date of the message, or key terms that are contained in the message.
Searching key terms is useful when using the discussion board as a resource for information
for the term paper or searching for a message to which to reply.

Grading Policy:



Grades during the grading periods are based upon the quantity and the quality of the
messages. The final grade of the course is based on 70% for the grades received during the
grading periods and 30% for the term paper.

The numerical value for letter grades at CNU is the following:

A=40
A-=3.7
B+=33
B=30
B-=2.7
C+=23
C=20
C-=17
D+=13
D=10
D-=7
F=0

For each assignment, a numerical grade will be posted which can be translated into a letter
grade according to the above table. The final grade for the course is calculated by averaging
the numerical grades for each assignment period. There are 4 assignment periods
corresponding to the four reading assignments.

Attention: 3 Fs on three different assignments are equal to an F for the course.

First Message:
Please, send as your first message the following autobiographical information and place it in
the forum marked "biographies"

1. The reason that you are taking the course and what background you have in the material
such as what you have read or what courses you have taken.

2. What you expect to get from the course and/or what topics you would like to see
discussed.

3. Your major and whether you have taken a philosophy course before.

4. Your address and telephone number and the best place and times at which you can be
reached.



Please divide this message according to above numbering scheme so that it is easy for others
to read. Use the word "biography' for the subject header.

Key Dates:

Monday, Jan 10 Class Begins

Friday, Jan 21 First Grading Half-point deadline

Friday, Jan 28 First Grading Period Ends

Friday, Feb 4 Second Grading Period Half-point deadline
Friday, Feb 11 Second Grading Period Ends

Friday, Feb 18 Third Grading Period Half-point deadline

Friday, Feb 25 Third Grading Period Ends, Term Paper Thesis and Abstract
Saturday, Feb 26 Spring Recess

Monday, March 7 Classes Resume

Friday, March 11 Fourth Grading Period Half-point deadline

Friday, March 18 Fourth Grading Period Ends

Friday, March 25 Fifth Grading Period Half-point deadline

Friday, April 1 Fifth Grading Period Ends and First Draft of Term Paper
Friday, April 15 Sixth Grading Period Half-point deadline

Friday, April 23 Sixth Grading Period and Class Ends and Term Paper Due



FACULTY COUNCIL ON LIBERAL LEARNING:
AREA OF INQUIRY COURSE APPROVAL FORM
PART A:
Course Number and Title: PHIL 215 Philosophy and Literary Theory
Department: Philosophy and Religious Studies
Date of Faculty Council Vote:

PART B:
Area of Inquiry: Check One

¥ Western Traditions

OGlobal and Multicultural Perspectives
OFormal and Informal Reasoning
Oinvestigating the Natural World
[ICreative Expressions

Odidentity, Institutions and Societies

PART C:

If course is Not Approved, additional comments may be added on the reverse side. Proposal is then to be returned to the
Department that submitted it.
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