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CNU's Susan St. Onge
Receives State's Highest Honor for Faculty
hristopher Newport University
Professor of French Dr. Susan
St. Onge was selected as one of
eleven professors from among the
state 's 16,000 faculty to receive this
year's Outstanding Faculty Award.
Governor George Allen presented Dr.
St. Onge the award, a commemorative
crystal sculpture and $5 ,000 , at a
banquet in Richmond, February 10.
St. Onge said she was pleased to
accept the award on behalf of the
University. "I hope what the public will
see in this is a reflection of the kind of
faculty we have at CNU," said St. Onge.
"Outstanding teaching has always
been highly regarded here at Christopher
Newport," said CNU President Paul
Trible. "Teachers like Susan are essential to maintaining excellence in the
classroom."
St. Onge has exemplified the
University's pledge to outstanding
teaching through her work in the classroom and community and through

C

her research. Last spring she was named
Ch evalier in th e Order des Palmes
Academique by the government of
France. In the fall, St. Onge was presented with the President's Award for
Outstanding Teaching.
The author often books and numerous journal articles on French language
and culture, St. Onge recently completed
a two-volume series on French civilization and culture. She works with high
school teachers conducting workshops
and presentations and will team-teach the
CNU Seminar in Paris with Provost
Robert Doane in June.
"It was wonderful to be recognized
by the French government," said St.
Onge. "At that point, it was the most
exciting honor I had ever received. Then
to be recognized by CNU, and now at
the state level, it is absolutely thrilling. I
think it is very impressive that the State
Council of Higher Education (SCHEY)
offers this award, because very often in
our profession a sense of accomplish-

ment is much
more of an abstract thing. It's
good that the
state has chosen
to recognize the
state's faculty
m a more concrete and public
manner."
Elizabeth
Dr. Susan St. Onge
McClanahan, chairwoman of the SCHEY
board, said, "Virginia's institutions of
higher learning are the finest in the
nation, and our outstanding faculty members play the fundamental role in making
that a continuing reality. In Virginia, we
take seriously our job of offering higher
education opportunities of unparalleled
excellence to students. For this reason,
all ofVirginia's citizens are indebted to
the 1997 Faculty Award recipients who
were selected because of their distinctive contributions in teaching, research
and public service."

Christopher Newport University and Newport News Public Schools
Establish Eastern Regional Center for Advancement Via Individual Determination

A

newly formed partnership between Newport News
Public Schools and Christopher Newport University will
serve as a training center for thousands of teachers east of
the Mississippi. The Eastern Regional Center for Advancement Via
Individual Determination (AVID) Program prepares students of midrange ability from groups traditionally underrepresented in college
for eligibility and success in four-year colleges and universities. Teachers, who are respected by their peers for their teaching excellence,
work together to challenge, reward and energize students in the
program.
Christopher Newport University will serve as the site for the
center which is being sponsored by a 3-year-grant from the Dana
Foundation. The Center is CNU's first step toward establishing a
Center for Urban Teaching.
AVID Founder and Director Mary Catherine Swanson said the
purpose of the Center is to disseminate and support AVID programs
throughout the eastern United States. "The history of AVID is the
history of all good teachers everywhere," said Swanson. "Teachers
are born to respond to the needs of their students, to meet them
where they are and to challenge and nurture them to become all that
they can be. To do less is to forego the privilege of being called a
teacher."
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Newport News Schools Superintendent Wayne Lett said, " We
are excited about the AVID Center- Eastern Region being located at
Christopher Newport University. This will provide a powerful educational training resource throughout Virginia and the East Coast."
"We are pleased that CNU recognizes the value of secondary
education and is partnering with us in this effort," said Thelma Spencer, director for the Eastern Regional AVID Center. "I think of the
AVID program as a belief system, that you believe children in junior
high and high school can be successful."
"This is one of the many projects CNU is beginning to establish
with public schools in the region," said CNU Provost Robert Doane.
"I'm excited that we can bring a superb educator like Thelma Spencer
to our campus to work with us."
Fourteen-hundred Newport News students are currently enrolled
in AVID. The program has been adopted in Norfolk, Hampton,
Richmond and Fairfax County. Planning is underway in WilliamsburgJames City County, Virginia Beach and Danville.
The Center at CNU will supervise tutor training, staff development for teachers and a multi-state meeting. In addition, the new
Center will host the 1997 Eastern Region Summer Institute for 400
participants from AVID schools throughout the region.
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CNU and HR Regional Academy of
Criminal Justice Announce Partnership
n a joint news conference with the
Hampton Roads law enforcement
community and state and local officials,
CNU President Paul Trible announced that
the Hampton Roads Regional Academy of
Criminal Justice moved to the Ferguson
Hall Annex in December.
Trib le said, "The leasing of the
Ferguson Annex is only a temporary step
toward the creation of an exciting 21st century facility for teaching and learning on
our campus. We will move quickly to
establish this new academic building."
The academy provides training for more
than 3,400 law enforcement professionals
each year. CNU has an outstanding criminal justice program- 128 criminal justice
majors and houses the Mid-Atlantic Police
Supervisory Institute which trains first-line
supervisors. In addition, CNU provides the
opportunities for distance-learning through
CNUOnline.
"Today, more than ever, criminal justice
officers must be strong, well-trained, decisive and they must be thoughtful, compassionate and ethical. These are the lessons
that we wi ll impart and in so doing we will
be in the forefront of the education and
training of law enforcement professionals
for the 21st century," Trible stated.
Former Secretary of Public Safety
Jerry Kilgore said, "You are moving forward
recognizing that the jobs of the future are
going to be in the criminal justice arena.
Christopher Newport is on the leading
edge."
The partnership is just one more example of regional cooperation said Newport News Mayor Joe Frank. "This is the
kind of project that demonstrates the success and positive aspects of what can happen in a community and to a community
when we all work together for the common
vision and a common goal," he added.
F omer Newport News Police Chief and
chairman of the Academy William Corvello
added, "We salute not merely the sharing
of real estate or the combination of resources, but the benefits that this partnership will yield to the entire Hampton Roads
community."
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(l tor): Former Secretary of
Public Safety Jerry Kilgore,
CNU President Paul Trible,
Jam es City County Police
ChiefRobert Key, Newport
News May or Joe Frank,
Gloucester County Sheriff
Robin Stanaway, Hampton
Roads Partnership
President Barry DuVal,
Smithfield Police Chief
Mark Marshall and
Williamsburg May or Gil
Granger participate in the
ribbon cutting ceremony.

"I think this affiliation will create
opportunities and exchanges of information
and ideas that we haven't thought of

before," said James City County Police Chief
and incoming chairman of the Academy
Robert Key. "I see this as an exciting time."

CNU's SEVAnet Has Major Impact on
Hampton Roads Economic Development

I

n less than a year companies involved in SEVAnet's Electronic Business Model Project
have increased their revenue and savings by $2,515,950. In addition, the project has led
to 73 new or retained jobs and two new or retained companies.
The results, part of a study commissioned by the Center for Regional Analysis in The
Institute of Public Policy in northern Virginia, indicate that the SEVAnet Business Model
Project has had a significant impact on the companies involved. SEVAnet's official
sponsor of the project, Virginia's Center for Innovative Technology, says its customer
satisfaction ratings were: 4.20 for overall satisfaction, 4.10 for accomplishment of goals, 3.9
for timely delivery of results, and 3.5 as to whether the work was commercializable, all on a
1.0-5.0 scale. Eighty-one percent of the 27 Hampton Roads companies identified as having
worked with SEVAnet responded.
Karen Jackson, Regional Director for CIT, said, "We're extremely pleased with the
success of this project. It has greatly enhanced electronic commerce in Hampton Roads. "
" It has gone well beyond our initial expectations," said Dr. Bill Winter, director of
CNU's Joseph Center and Chairman of the SEVAnet council. "We are excited about working with additional businesses in a second electronic business model project."
President and Chief Executive Officer of Peninsula Software of Virginia, Inc. Leroy
Newman stated that fifty new customers and more than $18,000 in sales to date can be
attributed to the SEVAnet project. The software payroll firm has also secured four
agreements with other companies for an even greater potential.
Ken Benassi, Regional Manager for National Welders Supply Co., said SEVAnet has
been an excellent value and service. "It has allowed us to become a national company, so
we can market our goods and services internationally." Recently, the company shipped an
$800 order to Guam as a result of its link on the web page created by SEVAnet.
Steve Jordan of Smithfield Companies said $2100 in sales can be directly attributed to
the Internet portion of their mail order business. The company is interested in creating a
spinoff business on the Internet and directing it toward wholesale restaurant trade. Jordan
said, "We envision ourselves being a long-term supporter of SEVAnet."
SEVAnet may be accessed on the Internet at http://www.seva.net.
Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

Women's Track Team Takes Home
Tenth National Championship

C

hristopher Newport University's
Women's Track Team earned its
tenth national championship at the
NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field
Championships in March. The team participated in four events taking 47 points.
Senior Calvin Bunch of the men's track
team competed as well. He placed fourth
in the 55-meter dash with 6.43 seconds.
Sophomore Tamiko Patterson placed
first in the long jump with 18'-2 1/2'',
first in the triple jump with 40'-1 /2, 1/2inch and third in the 55-meter dash in 7.27
seconds. Junior Meshailay Robinson
placed first in the 55-meter dash in 7.16
seconds. Junior Bridgett Cochran placed
first in the 55-meter hurdles in 8.21 seconds and junior Jennifer Gilmartin placed
sixth in 8.40 seconds.
"As coaches, we're more excited for
them than we are about anything elsejust to see them win a national championship or to earn an All-American Award,"
said CNU Track Coach Vince Brown.
Brown, the South-Southeast Region
fndoor Coach of the Year for 1997, knows
what it takes to win a national championship. "We had a lot of faith in them to
perform at a high level. We had a meeting before we left. I told the team if we
really focused on our goals for the national championship and did our very best,
then whatever happened would be fine."
Brown said Patterson set the stage
for the team by clinching first place in
the women's long jump at the start of the
meet. "Tamiko was ranked 6th going into
the competition and she led it from the
very beginning. There was a sense from
the rest of the team that Tamiko had done
her part, now it was their tum."
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Members of Christopher Newport University's Track Team and coaches who participated in the
NCAA Division ///Indoor Track and Field Championships in March. (/tor): Keith Maurer, Tamiko
Patterson, Richard Drake, Meshailay Robinson. James Daniels, Bridgett Cochran and Vince Brown.
Not pictured is Calvin Bunch, Jennifer Gilmartin and Assistant Track Coach Louis Johnson.

Patterson said the long jump isn't even
her favorite event. "I like the triple jump,
it's more competitive and takes more
time," she stated.
Jn just two years, teammate
Meshailay Robinson has compiled an
impressive record. She's clinched one
national championship and three AllAmerican Awards. Robinson said the 55meter dash is her lifeblood. "I was ranked
number one going into the meet. I knew
I could do it, I just had to prove it. I had
a lot of support from Coach Louis Johnson
who pushed me and let me know I could
be number one."

Each member of the team earned her
right to compete in the national meet by
qualifying earlier in the season. They practice more than fifteen hours a week. Their
season begins in September and ends in
late May.
Five assistant coaches work with the
players: Newport News police officer
Louis Johnson coaches sprinters; CNU
graduate student James Daniels coaches
jumpers; retired school administrator Richard Drake coaches hurdlers; and Newport News Shipyard employee George
Seward '77 coaches the distance runners.
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Christopher Newport University-35 Years of Academic Excellence

A
•
Westcott Cunningham tells
the story well. He was sitting in his office, waiting on
a call from the president and
chancellor of the new system ofThe Colleges ofWilliam and Mary,
Alvin Duke Chandler. The call came
and Chandler asked him if he'd be interested in directing one of two satellite
colleges created
for William and
Mary by the
1960 legislature:
the coiJege at
Petersburg or
the college at
Newport News.
"At Richard
Bland in PetersH. Westcott Cunningham
burg there was a
present reality, because there was property, there were buildings ," said
Cunningham. "At Newport News, there
was nothing. Not a blade of grass, not a
paper clip, not an inkling of a piece of
property."
After three days, Cunningham chose
to go to Newport News. He said he was
attracted by two things, the potential
growth and the vigor of the community.
The College acquired its first home
at the site of the old John Daniel Elementary School on 32nd street.
"The first time I walked into the
Daniel School," said Cunningham, "it
was a typical old, old school, with ceilings that looked to me to be forty feet
high, huge central corridor rooms with
wooden floors, in great state of disrepair, plaster hanging from the walls, lighting fixtures askew."
Cunningham continued, "Across the
hall scribbled on an old, pockmarked

OLLEGEIS
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Christopher Newport 's first and temporary home, the John W Daniel Elementary School, 1961-64.

green chalkboard in yellow chalk was
'They ought to bum this place."' That,
said Cunningham, was his introduction
to the John Daniel School.
As director of the College ,
Cunningham selected its first staff: eight
full-time faculty and two part-time
faculty. Also hired, were the first
director of admissions, a registrar, the
head of the business office, a janitor and
a secretary.
The building was refurbished for
$80,000. A week before the College was

First Faculty ofCNC: (1st row l tor): Ernest
Rudin, Faye Greene, Alan Tann er, L.B. Wood Jr.
(2nd row l tor) : Augustin Maissen, James Liston,
Robert Vargas, Robert Usry. Missing : Georgia
Hunter, Bernard Smith.

First Staffof CNC: Arnette Stinson, Librarian;
Edna Carney, Secretary to the President; Edna
Appleton, Bookkeeper; and Thomas Duna way,
Business Manager.

due to open, state inspectors nearly shut
it down. Cunningham had to promise
not to have all the lights and lab fixtures
on at the same time.
"I can still remember the morning
that I stood in that cavernous hall," said
Cunningham. "Hearing the bell ring at ten
of eight on a Thursday morning and having chills go up and down my spine, and
all I could think of was, 'A college is
born.' And away we went and we kept
right on going from there."
Classes began with 178 students and
thirty courses.
continued on page 6
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Faculty Memories ...
NANCYRAMSEUR, 1961-74,Deanof
Admissions
Ms. Ramseur joined Christopher
Newport once the school opened. She
was promoted from coordinator of admissions and financial aid to the
College's first dean of admissions
in 1967.
DORIS REPPEN, 1963-94, Chairman
of the Spanish Department
"My colleagues called me the
'Mother of the Language Department',"
said Reppen. "In the beginning it consisted of just two instructors. We offered one class in Spanish and French."
SPENCER WISE, 1964-80, Environmental Science and Biology Professor
"He was one ofCNC's most beloved
professors," said Dr. Harold Cones,
chairman of Biology, Chemistry and
Environmental Science. "For his retirement party, we sent out 130 invitations
to former and current students and every single one showed up."
JEAN PUGH, 1965-88, Instructor of
Biology, Chemistry and Environmental
Science (fondly referred to as "Earth
Mother" by her students)
"There was a feeling that everyone
belonged together," said Pugh. "The
students were there to learn; and the
teachers were there to teach; and it was
one big happy family."
RUTH MULLIKEN, 1966-75,
Department Chair of Psychology
"Both parents and the college community were very concerned and interested in the students' education," said
Mulliken. "I think that is a unique quality that is still true about Christopher
Newport today and I hope we never
lose that."
BEY VAUGHN, 1967-87,Men 's Basketball Coach and Director of Athletics
"The most memmorable part of my
tenure was watching the athletic program
grow from two sports in 1967 to 19 sports
in 1987 ,"said Vaughn.

Daniel Building constructed,
first site of CNC
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CNU's First Hall ofFame Night, January 20,
1989. (l tor): Otis White representing Linda
Richardson, basketball; Carl Farris, basketball; Andre Bell, soccer; Edna Davis, track;
Andy Waclawski, basketball; Bobby Arnette,
basketball; and Bev Vaughan.

JIM HUBBARD, III, 1967-92, Department Chair of Physical Education
"My fondest memory at CNU occurred during my last year ofteaching in
1992 when my daughter, Julian James,
and I walked up together on stage during commencement to receive our bachelors' degrees. Julian received a B.S. in
economics and finance and I received my
second bachelor's degree in business
management."
KEITH MCLOUGHLAND, 1975-95,
Dean ofAdmissions
As the University's second Dean of
Admissions, McLoughland played an
instrumental role in the development of
the College for more than two decades,"
said La Verriere. "He published the first
Transfer Guide by a 4-year public
college and university for Virginia
community college students which
became a model for other universities and
colleges across the state."

1960
General Assembly establishes CNC
as Branch of the College ofWilliam
and Mary
H. Westcott Cunningham appointed
Director of College

1961
First semester
171 students enroll
The College at Newport News is
christened in honor of Captain
Christopher Newport
Delegate Lewis McMurran,
known as the father of Christopher
Newport College, provided the legislative leadership during the first sixteen years of the College's life.
Under the leadership of Delegate
McMurran the General Assembly in
1960 passed legislation establishing
a branch college in Newport News.
Later in 1961, the College of
William and Mary gave the College
its name.

Delegate Lewis McMurran marches in
Founder's Day procession.

1963
75-acre tract purchased and deeded
to Commonwealth ofVirginia
Dr. Anthony R. Santoro and Admissions
Director Keith McLoughland.

1964
Christopher Newport Hall dedicated
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In 1963, a 75-acre tract at the Shoe
Lane site was purchased for the College
by the city of Newport News. The following year, Christopher Newport Hall
(now McMurran Hall) was occupied.
English, history and the languages were
moved to the new campus. Students
were bused back and forth between the
Daniel Building and the CNC campus until
the College's Shoe Lane Campus was officially dedicated on September 11, 1965.
In the same year, the sciences were
moved to the new campus, and two new
buildings were built, Gosnold Hall and
Ratcliffe Gym.

Biology Instructor Georgia Hunter instructs
CNU's first biology class.

In 1966, references to Christopher
Newport as a two-year college were deleted in anticipation of third- and fourthyear course work.
In 1967, the Captain John Smith
Library was completed. The next year
the Board of Visitors of the College of
William and Mary granted CNC approval
to offer junior level classes in five departments: English, history, biology,
political science and mathematics. In
1969 the College was granted authority
by Virginia's General Assembly to offer
bachelor's degrees in the same departments. In 1970, the campus expanded
with the addition ofWingfield Hall.
Christopher Newport's first baccalaureate degree was awarded in 1971. In
the same year, President Cunningham
stepped down to become headmaster at
his prep school and Dr. James C. Windsor
was appointed Christopher Newport's
second president.

.... 6

In 1970, Cunningham said his work
was done. "We had built buildings, we
had gotten the library to a respectable
stage, we had achieved accreditation on
our own, were offering third-year
courses and had received permission to
offer baccalaureate degrees.
"I think the thing that really got CNU
going was the fact that the community
embraced it completely and had pride in
the institution. Christopher Newport,
from the beginning, has been a school
that refused to be just another college."

came to the College the second year of its existence in
1962," said Windsor. "Over
the next several years
I had several responsibilities which brought me in close touch,
not only with
the students
but with the
community."
Windsor became the psychology department's first college professor
and later personDr. James c. Windsor
nel officer and
Dean of Faculty. During the next several years he developed and opened a
counseling center and administered the
evening College.
"The first thing I had to do as President was go to Richmond and try to save
our theatre. The General Assembly was
going to reduce the square footage of
the Student Center, so the space known
as the Gaines Theatre would have been
eliminated. But, with the help of Lewis
McMurran we were able to prevent that."

Alumni
Memories
Ed Knight '63
"My fondest memory of CNC
was the close relationships between
the faculty, administrative staff and
students during the early years."

Judith Aldridge '72
"I remember above all, the willingness of my professors, who
helped me get established in the
teaching profession and provided
numerous hours of consultation."

Jim Haggard '77
"The thing that I've always admired about CNU is that it provides
a real service to the community."

Ken Clarke '85
"The most memorable impressions that I have of CNU are of
hours spent in the computer lab
de-bugging programs."

David Eger '92
"Some of my fondest memories
are of CNU's Honors Program and
the experiences that the program
afforded me."

Dominique McLaughlin '96
"What I remember most fondly
about CNU is the homelike atmosphere in the residence hall.
Moving on campus the second year
that the residence hall opened was
the best decision I made during my
college career."
CNC's first club, Circle K. (l to r): Thomas
Hughes, member; Paul Hogge, President; Guy
Futrell, Vice President; Robert Pierce, Treasurer;
and Carlyle Brown, secretmy.

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

1965

Barry Wood Remembers ...

l[f]

ew people know more
about Christopher
Newport University's
history than English
professor Barry Wood.
Wood, a member of the school's
original staff, came to teach English,
but has served in several other key
administrative roles, including: Summer and Night School Director,
Dean of Continuing Education, Director of Curriculum Development,
Dean of Academic Affairs, and
Director of Development.
"I was very excited about going to a school that had no history,"
said Wood. "It attracted me, coming to a place that was not yet
formed and that I could help form.
"The first year was an exciting
year," said Wood. "Many of our
students who were a part of that
first year class went on to graduate
school and have made names for
themselves. To have some of that
growth attached to me is an experience that most college professors
never have."
One of Wood's first tasks was
to register students. "Each student
brought me five cards," said Wood.
"I would take those cards and write
down the day, time and instructor
and at the end of the registration period, every instructor had the same
number of students." When the
College first opened, classes were
scheduled on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday or Tuesday, Thursday and
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Saturday. Wood
-l'J1l-.
-~ >,~:.
........
·....,_'·
-.~
,.
was charged with
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deciding which students would attend
class on Saturday.
"The great. ~
....
est part of the
downtown experience was the
students enthusi- Lawrence Wood Jr. ,
asm," said Wood. CNU senior faculty
"I can still re- member, carries the
mace during the
member students
University 's
wanting so badly Founder 's Day in
to create a stu- 1996.
dent life.
"They decided to have a dance.
They rented a hall and the band didn't
show up and the effort to have their
first college party dwindled. So the
next weekend, we held the dance in
the Daniel Building. I will never forget how those marble floors vibrated."
Another memorable experience
occurred later after the students began taking classes on the Shoe Lane
campus. "President Cunningham had
a pair of old shoes, which he'd put on
each afternoon and tour the muddy
campus to see what building progress
had been made.
"I suspect that none of us imagined that 30 years later we'd be on a
campus like this with the buildings,
student body and extraordinary faculty that we have today, and on the
verge of building an arts center. All
of this is incredible!"
..-~
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Gosnold Hall and Ratcliffe
Gymnasium dedicated

1967
Captain John Smith Library dedicated

1970
Dr. James C. Windsor appointed
President
Wingfield Hall dedicated

1971
CNC accredited by Southern
Association of Colleges as 4-year
institution

1973
Campus Center dedicated

1976
General Assembly establishes CNC
as four-year baccalaureate institution, independent of the College of
William and Mary.

July 1, 1977
Board ofVisitors ofCNC established
CNC's Independence Day
Delegate Lewis McMurran sponsored the legislation that established
the College as a four-year institution
in 1976. In 1977, Harrol Brauer was
appointed the school's first rector of
the Board ofVisitors. Brauer served
two 4-year terms on the BOY. He
served as chairman of the Christopher Newport University Educational
Foundation from 1982-84. In addition, Brauer established the Society
of the Founder's Mace and was
named Christopher Newport's first
honorary alumnus in 1994.

7 .....

Rector Brauer accepting the passage of authority for Christopher Newport College
from the Rector of the Board of Visitors of
the College of William and Mary.

1980
Dr. John E. Anderson, Jr.
appointed President
Administration Building dedicated

1983
Campus Center expanded

1984
New Science Building dedicated

1985
Newport Hall renamed McMurran

Hall

1986
Dedication of John W. Gaines
Theatre

1987
Dr. Anthony R. Santoro appointed
President

1989
Japanese Tea House in Virginia
dedicated
Falk Art Gallery dedicated

~
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"One of my most significant contributions was to put together an excellent
faculty during a period of rapid growth,"
said Windsor. "I think the emergence of
Christopher Newport as a four-year college and the matter of its independence
from the College of William and Mary
were the most significant events during
my tenure." It was also during this time
that the College became fully accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges
and Universities.
"The College and the community
were literally my life during those years,"
said Windsor. "And it was very exciting
and it was very fulfilling- to be a part of
a new college."
The second phase of the library was
completed in 1979 and in 1980 the Administration Building was completed.
The same year, Dr. John Anderson was
appointed Christopher Newport College's
third president.

Ell]

found when I came a great
interest in the instructional teaching pedagogical
strength," said Anderson.
"And I believe that is still our
great strength." Within the next
several years the College created
the Christopher
Newport College
Educational
Foundation and
established its
first professorships, the Brauer
and Falk professorships and first
student schol- Dr. John E. Anderson
arships.
The
school's first full-time development
officer was appointed and CNC began
the planning process for graduate
programs.
.
The campus began constructiOn
again in 1983, enlarging the Ca~p~s Center, and in 1984, the Science Bmldmg was
completed. A master site plan, master
development plan and strategic plan that
included plans for a dormitory were
created in 1985.

Dr. Harold Cones, Department Chair and
Professor of Bio logy, Chemistry and
Environm ental Sc ience, and Dave Wes t,
biology major, welcome students to the New
Science Building.

n 1987, Dr. Anthony R.
Santoro was appointed
Christopher Newport's
fourth president. Santoro
remembering his first visit to
the campus in 1986 said, "There was a
vitality in the student body and faculty
and a quality of life in the community."
During Santoro's tenure, the school
achieved university status, built its first
residence hall and acquired the
former Ferguson
High School. In
1991 , Christopher Newport
offered its first
master's degree,
the Master of
Arts in Teaching
Mathematics and
Science. AddiDr. Anthony R. Santoro
tiona! master ' s
degree programs were added in ~hys
ics, psychology, environmental sc1ence
and nursing beginning in 1992.
In 1994, the school's first residence
hall officially opened, attracting 220 students from throughout the state. The
following year, the University named the
new residence hall in honor of Carol and
Anthony Santoro.
Santoro said he was truly honored
by the gesture. "I'm proud of th~ res~
dence hall because I think it has diversified the student body and brought about
a cultural enrichment. There is a quality of life that comes from residential
components that brings new people, new
ideas and a more vibrant campus."

W
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Buck Miller (I) and Dr. Robert Doane
circa early 80 's.

1990
CNC receives approval for first
master's degree
Students, fa culty and administrators stand at Shoe Lane entrance in fro nt ofthe University.

The Carol K. and Anthony R. Santoro Residence
Hall is officially dedicated during the University s
annual Founder 's Day.

and convocation center. Later, Trible announced plans to build three 200-bed
dormitories and a parking garage.
Trible has been actively engaged in
the community, creating dual enrollment
programs with local high schools, and
forming partnerships with the Hampton
Roads Academy of Criminal Justice and
the Eastern Regional Center for Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)
with the Newport News School System.
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1994
CNU's first residence hall opens

1995
CNU purchases Ferguson High
School
CNU officially dedicates the Carol
K. and Anthony R. Santoro
Residence Hall

~

hen Senator Paul S. Trible,
Jr. took office as CNU's fifth
president in 1996, a number of exciting firsts occurred for the University:
CNU received an increase of 21.4% in
general fund operating dollars, the highest of any public college or university in
the Commonwealth; a $100,000 Presidential Scholars program was established
for students with outstanding academic
records; and, plans for a multimilliondollar performing arts center were unveiled.
On his 80th day as President, Trible
announced his course for the University
in Vision 2002, saying that by March
2002, CNU would: increase enrollment
from 3,400 full-time students to 4,000;
complete a $10 million fundraising campaign; build another dormitory; build a
Center for the Arts; and, build a sports

1992
Christopher Newport Co ll ege
changes its name to Christopher
Newport University

1996
Senator Paul S. Trib le, Jr.
appointed President
Senator PaulS. Trible, Jr. named CNU's Fifth
President.

1997
Pei, Cobb, Freed & Partners
design Center for the Arts.

Special thanks to Amy Boykin ,
Assistant Reference Librarian;
Norma Brown, Director of Gift
Planning; Barry Wood, Professor
of English; and Kitty Heffington,
Director of Alumni Relations for
their assistance in the compilation
of this commemorative story.
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A Man Who Helped Make A Difference
ou can call it pure luck or just part of a larger plan, but one of
-.
the founding fathers of CNU's Alumni Society originally had no intention of taking classes at CNU. James F. Draper, a retired Army
Lieutenant Colonel, began pursuing his degree in 1964 at the
College of William and Mary while working during the day at the Noland
Company. After William and Mary canceled a second semester math
course, the college made arrangements for Draper to take the class at
Christopher Newport College (CNC). After attending school on both
campuses, Draper began taking classes at CNC full-time at night.
Draper said it was smooth sailing until he registered for a science
class, the one subject he didn ' t like. "They didn't offer but three
courses: biology, chemistry and physics. I went to enrollment night.
The first place I stopped was the chemistry department.
"I asked the teacher, 'How is it? ' He replied, ' It's hard as hell, Mr.
Draper.' I said, 'I suspected that,' and went to the next table. The
physics man said, 'I'd be glad to have you, but you have to have
calculus.' So I went to the biology professor and said, 'Tell me about
biology.'" Draper said he couldn't stomach the thought of cutting up
frogs so he went back to the chemistry professor and told him he'd give
it a try. Draper proudly boasted, "I got a C and a B."
Draper said he completed most of his course work on planes coming
back from business trips. He jokingly recalled that one day he left Detroit at 3
p.m. in the afternoon and was back in time for his 7 p.m. class.
Draper's class of 1968 was CNC's first formal baccalaureate graduating class.
The same month Draper graduated from CNC, he graduated from the Industrial College
of the Armed Forces.
A year later, President H. Westcott Cunningham held a preliminary meeting of the Christopher Newport College Alumni
Association. The Association's first annual meeting was held on May 25, 1970, during which the Society elected Tom
Hughes as its first president and Draper as its vice president. The following year, Draper
was elected President.
March 3, 1916Some of the Association's first committee meetings were held in the office of
December 21, 1996
Richard McMurran, the College's director of Alumni Relations. There, Draper said, the
Alumni Association worked on its mailing list and talked with students.
It is with great sadness that
"The Association has come a long way since then," said Draper. "We were with it
the Alumni Society reports
in
its
infancy."
the passing of Mr. Draper.
Following his term in office, Draper continued to play an integral role in the affairs
He will always be rememof the Alumni Association. Draper served the Association as a board member and a
bered as a special friend of
the University. CNU family
member of the organizing committee. Since 1970, Draper held numerous offices. He
and friends are encouraged
helped write the Alumni Association's bylaws in 1987 and served on the By-Laws Revito contribute a gift in his
sion Committee in 1995. Especially noteworthy is the historical documentation that
memory to the James F.
Draper compiled from the inception of the Society.
Draper Scholarship. ConAs a special recognition of his dedicated service to the Society, the Alumni Scholartributions may be sent to
ship was renamed the James F. Draper Scholarship in November 1996. The scholarship
GNU's Office of Institutional
is awarded annually to full-time juniors and seniors with a G.P.A. of 3.0 or higher.

'l
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Government Grads

Breaking the
Gender Barrier
omen graduating from Christopher Newport University 's
Department of Government
and Public Affairs know what they want
and are not letting anything stand in the
way of their success. In a field that has
traditionally been dominated by men,
women are proving they can be just as
successful than their male counterparts.
Featured in this article are three women
who represent many of their peers.
Joan Morris, '74, was a non-traditional student in every sense of the word.
"I had no intention of completing a degree," said Morris, a judge in Newport
News' criminal division of the General
District Court. "My son , Mark, had
started elementary school and I decided
to take a couple of courses at Christopher Newport, not for a degree, but for
my personal satisfaction. I enjoyed it so
much I went on to get a degree in
four years."

W

Joan Morris '74
Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

After completing her B.A., Morris
earned her J.D. from the Marshall Wythe
School of Law at the College ofWilliam
and Mary. Morris was recognized for
Best Oral Argument on the William and
Mary Law School Moot Court Team in
1976.
Following graduation, Morris spent
ten years in private practice before her
appointment as a district court judge in
Newport News. Morris said she became
interested in the position through her experience in the courtroom. "I was in the
right place at the right time," said Morris. "I had the experience and was at the
age when the social mores became such
that it was right for a woman or a minority to become a judge."
Morris credits her success to the
support she received from family and
friends . "It also helps to be organized
and energetic," said Morris. "If you really want to achieve you need to realize
up front that it may not
be an 8 to 5 job. You
may have to work
when you ' d rather be
playing. It's important
to keep current in your
career field. And
above all, be willing to
go the extra mile and
do a job that your supervisor thinks is exceptional."
Judge Morris received the Distinguished Alumnus
Award in 1994, the
highest honor be-

stowed upon a Christopher Newport
University graduate by the Alumni
Society. The award is presented
annually to the person who has rendered
outstanding service to the University.

A

s a team leader in Resource Management Support Services for
the Northeast Region of the Internal Revenue Service, Judy Segerdell,
'80, has had a fruitful career.
She was so successful as a Presidential Management Intern for the IRS,
the government hired her as an analyst. Two years later, she was promoted
as a manager in Resources Management. Since then, she has progressed
through the departments to financial
manager, telecommunications manager,
information systems manager, faciliti es
manager, and then to her current position of space design team manager.
"Life is a continuous learning process," says Segerdell. "I don 't believe
I ever have all the answers. I try to
employ a very inclusive, consensusbuilding, problem-solving, decisionmaking style."
Managing a team of six designers
and analysts, Segerdell redesigns existing office space to accommodate
changes in technology. She works on
25 to 30 projects at a time ranging from
1,000 square feet to 100,000 square feet.
Why is she successful? "That's
easy," replies Segerdell , " the support
of my family." Segerdell also credits
CNU. "They gave me an intellectual
exercise field , a solid educational background and very positive support, feed11 ....

back and encouragement . Each of my
political science professors had a profound impact. They
all gave me something
that contributed to
how I have evolved
as a government
manager."
On the job,
Segerdell works with
architects and engineers, many of whom
she says are men .
"Many are surprised
Claudia Bolitho '77
to find a woman
involved and furthermore, a woman who
knows how to do this job. I go to meetings all the time where I'm the only
woman in the room." Segerdell says
while many women are safety and personnel experts, few are architects, designers, engineers or security experts.
During her tenure at the IRS ,
Segerdell has been awarded the Special
Act and Distinguished Performance
Award numerous times. She is a member of the Network for Women in Government & Politics at the McCormick
Institute in Boston.
director of development and
marketing for Pentran, Claudia
olitho, '77, knows what it takes
to succeed in a male-dominated field.
"I've been in meetings where I've been
the only woman, where other men have
thought I was just taking notes and had
nothing to contribute," said Bolitho. "But
through persistence, being able to respond quickly to requests , working
harder and smarter, I've gained respect
from my peers."
Bolitho got her start as a planning
technician for the city of Newport News
and was referred to Pentran by a CNU
alumnus. "When I came to Pentran, my
background was in planning, not transportation," said Bolitho. "I jumped right
in. My boss was an idea person. I did
the detail work . I quickly learned
by doing."
Bolitho began as a planner and was
promoted shortly thereafter to transit
development administrator. In 1986,

A
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(/ to r) : Terry Pay ne, Alumni President
Randy Bryant, Alexander Lilly and Loretta
Marino. Not pictured Michael Kerlin.

Alumni Society Awards
Scholarships for 1997
Bolitho moved with her family to Charleston, South Carolina, accepting a position
in Charleston County's planning department. Two years later, the Bolitho family moved back to the Peninsula and
Pentran hired her back. Within six
months, Bolitho was named director
of development.
It's easy to see Bolitho loves her
work, and when asked what she likes
most about Pentran she excitedly replies,
"Being a visionary. Progress and improvements in the way we can transport
people is really exciting to me."
She attributes her success to her
family. "It was always assumed that I
was going to college and would be
successful," said Bolitho. "My father
grew up during the Depression. He never
went to college and my mother grew up
in Germany during World War II. Because of this, we were always pushed
and expected to excel."
"CNU helped me tremendously. I
was a very shy person. Slowly, at
Christopher Newport I started coming
out of my shell. The classes were small
enough that I couldn't hide."
Bolitho is still actively involved with
CNU. She has been a member of the
Alumni Society's board of directors since
1990 and is actively involved in the
University's Alumni Golf Classic.
In addition, Bolitho is chairman of
the Virginia Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Transportation Taskforce and
serves on the Allocation Panel of the
United Way.

THE JAMES F. DRAPER
SCHOLARSHIP- ($1,000) Named for Mr. James F. Draper in
recognition of his dedicated service
to the Alumni Society in the form
of his leadership, wisdom and
counsel (formerly the Alumni
Society Scholarship).
Michael L. Kerlin, senior,
Newport Ne ws

THE ALUMNI SOCIETY
FRESHMAN SCHOLARSHIP ($1 ,000) - Awarded to incoming
freshman who resides on campus.
Alexander E. Lilly, freshman ,
Hampton

THE ALUMNI SOCIETY
HONORS COUNCIL
SCHOLARSHIP - ($1 ,000) Awarded to honor student.
Loretta A. Marino, sophomore,
Virginia Beach

THE ALUMNI SOCIETY
GRADUATE SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP - ($1,000) Awarded to graduate student.
Terry P. Payne, graduate,
Yorktown
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ALUMNI NOTES

ALUMNI PRESIDENT'S CORNER

70's

Dear Friends,
As this fiscal year comes to a close, I am pleased to report
to you that your Alumni Society is nearing the completion of
the goals set forth at the beginning of this year's term. Some
of these identified goals include increased financial support
to our university, increased contact with the alumni, and
increased student interaction. Before year's end, we will
complete the development of a long range strategic plan which will focus our
attention on the direction the Society will take over the next five year period. We
will also continue to pursue the development and implementation of an additional
major fundraiser. Perhaps the most important ongoing goal, however, is the retention of existing Alumni Society members and the acquisition of new ones .
Although the Society has experienced a 400% increase in its annual membership in
just three years, we must continue on this pace to ensure that enough volunteer
support is in place to generate the ideas, enthusiasm and resources that are needed
to promote the ambitious plans and growing needs ofCNU.
Many thanks to those of you who were able to attend this year's Homecoming
events, and in particular, the dedication of the Alumni Room held at the reception
on Saturday night. This newly expanded and transformed room will not only serve
as the official meeting place for alumni board meetings and other alumni functions,
but will continue to serve the needs of important student and civic groups. It will
also become a primary venue for official university functions and gatherings of
prospective CNU benefactors. This dedication marks the beginning of an identifiable alumni presence on campus which will one day lead to our ultimate goal of a
permanent Alumni House at Christopher Newport.
I would like to thank those of you who attended the Alumni Society's Annual
Dinner Meeting on the evening of May 3. Congratulations to our Outstanding
Alumni Award winners for 1997: Beverly McDonald '76 of Newport News; Kit
Letchworth, '87 of Williamsburg; and Lt. Colonel David W. Coker '80 of Fort
Belvoir. Last but not least, we congratulate a former Outstanding Alumni Award
Winner and this year's recipient of the 1997 Distinguished Alumni Award, Mr.
Gregg Klich, '84.
We would also like to remind you that the 1997 CNU Golf Classic will be held
on Wednesday, July 16 at the beautiful Woods Course of the prestigious Kingsmill
Golf Club in Williamsburg. This tournament just keeps getting better and we are
truly excited about hosting it at one of the region 's premier courses. This event
supports the majority of the Society's charitable and volunteer efforts and the heart
of our net proceeds comes from the generosity of the tournament's sponsors.
Numerous sponsorship opportunities exist at a variety of monetary levels and it is
an excellent way for alumni who are not yet Society members to qualify. Our
tournament committee is also in search of volunteers to become a part of our
organized sponsor recruitment effort and to help out with specific duties on tournament day. We can also provide you with a copy of our promotional video to assist
in recruiting new sponsors. Alumni Relations Director Kitty Heffington can provide you with additional tournament information.
In closing, I wish to personally thank our slate of officer and directors for their
service and dedication during the past year. Without their diligence and spirit of
volunteerism, many good deeds would forever go undone, and I have enjoyed my
association with this fine group of individuals. I also wish to extend my personal
best wishes to our incoming president, Jim Eyre '75, and the newly elected members
of the incoming Board of Directors. On behalf of the entire board I also thank you
for your continued support of the Alumni Society. It has been my privilege to serve
as your president, and we look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.
Best Wishes,
Randolph P. Bryant
Alumni Society President '96-'97

Kenneth Carter '72, Roswell, GA, is the
owner of Center Sales Company Inc.
Christopher Louis '72, Irvine, CA, is
president and sole owner of Pacific West
Asset Management Corporation, an
investment, brokerage and management
corporation.
Christine Hilderbrandt '74, Palm Harbor,
FL, is practicing with Mother & Child Care of
Clearwater. Hilderbrandt was recently certified by the American College ofNurse-Midwives as a certified nurse midwife.
Albert Willett, Jr. '76, Topping, VA, has
retired from the U.S. Army after 28 years of
service as CW4.
Don Pizzeck '76, Keysville, VA, graduated from the Virginia Union School ofTheology, Masters of Divinity. Pizzeck is
pastor of Prince Edward Charge United
Methodist Churches.
James Lilly '77, Newburgh, ME, is manager of Community Health & Counseling.
Lilly is president of the Maine Association
of Ambulatory Behavioral Health Care.

80's
Becky Moore '80, Poquoson, VA, earned
a Master of Arts in Education and Human
Resources from George Washington
University.
Marge Funk Turner '80, Yorktown, VA,
was elected chairman of the Board of Directors at Thomas Nelson Community College.
Major Stephanie Priester Waldrop '80,
Biloxi, MS, has been reassigned to Keesler
AFB as chief of the training wing Manpower
and Quality Office.
Patrick Morris '81, Topeka, KS, is executive vice president of the Kansas Association
of Insurance Agents.
Major Rich Burns '82, Camp Red Cloud,
Korea, is chief of supply and maintenance as
well as the deputy logistics officer for the 2nd
Infantry Division.
Cindy Carrow '82, Newport News, VA, is
an accounting manager at Casey Honda BMW.
Alan Lamoreaux '82, Gaithersburg, MD,
is director of resources management for
the national aeronautics and space
administration's office of Inspector General
in Washington, D.C.
continued on page 15

Christopher Newport Alumni Magazine

13 .....

Gifts from the

Christopher Newp.ort University
Bookstore
The perfect gift for CNU Moms, Dads or Grads!
A1

CNU Cotton Throw Rug/Blanket. ($28.95)

A2

Oak Finish Quartz Wall Clock with CNU Seal. ($110.00) Shipping charge $10 .00.

A3

Classic Diploma Frame in cherry finish . ($99.00) Christopher Newport
University and seal engraved on mat. ($99.00) Special Shipping Charge $10.00.

A4

Captain's Chair with Laser Engraved CNU Seal on Crown . Finished in satin black
with arms and crown in cherry. ($285.00) Special Shipping Charge $19.00 .

AS

College Houses Sweatshirt. Christopher Newport University on left chest.
Hunter, camel and white. M, L, XL ($31 .95 ;) XXL ($36 .50 .)

A6

Assorted Back Packs and Brief Cases from Jansport, Eastpack, Duck Head ,
High Serria . Assorted styles and prices : ($25 .95-$55 .00) Phone order only.

A7

University Square Cap. Gilligan style . Tan and navy. One size fits all. ($15.95)

AS

JansportAiumni Tee Shirt. CNU Seal in gold. Navy or green. 100% Cotton .
M, L, XL ($12 .95;) XXL ($13.95 .)

A9

Jansport Long Sleeve. Ash Tee with Navy Imprint. 100% Cotton . M, L, XL ($17 .95.)

A10 JansportAsh or Navy Sweatpants, CNU Imprint. 50% Cotton/50% Polyester.
S, M, L, XL ($21 .00 .)
A11

Turtle Creek Cream Alumni Sweatshirt. CNU left chest embroidered in
burgandy and navy. 88% Cotton/12% Polyester. S, M, L, XL ($38.50.)

A12

Classic Sportswear CNU Navy Twill Cap. Embroidered in white with the ever
popular bar design. One size fits all. ($11 .95.)

r-----------------------,
Order by Mail
Please make checks payable to GNU Bookstore. If ordering by credit card, please include
card number, expiration date and signature on form below. Orders will usually be shipped
within ten (1 0) days of receipt. Prices good through August 31 , 1997.

Order by Phone

Call (757)599-5170. Monday through Thursday 8 a.m.- 7 p.m. , Friday 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Shipping & Handling

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per address for delivery. Some items have
special shipping charges. Please check item description to identify those items. Include
shipping and handling charges in your total payment.
Mail to: GNU Bookstore, 50 Shoe Lane, Newport News, VA 23606 .

Phone (757) 599-5170

Fax (757)595-5164

Method of Payment (Please do not send cash.)

___ Check ___ Visa ___ Mastercard
Account Number {all digits) - - -- - - - -- -- - - -- -- - - Expiration Date _ _ /_ }_ _Signature _ _ __ __ _ _ __ __ __
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ __
Street Address (We cannot ship to post office boxes.) _ __ _ __ _ __ __
City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ State _ ___ Zip _ _ _ __
Daytime Phone (

Subtotal _ _ __
4.5% Sales tax VA Residents only _ _ __
Shipping & Handling _ _ __
Special Shipping & Handling _ _ __
Total _ _ __

L------------------------~

Alumni Notes, continued
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Elaine Larison '82, Germantown, MD,
is Director of Procurement for the U.S.
Department ofAgriculture 's Office of Rural
Development.
Joel Quass '82, Lakewood, NJ, is assistant general manager at Price Costco in
Brick, NJ.
Mary Stad '82, Coeur d'Alene, ID, is a
prototype engineer for Advance Input Devices, a custom keyboard company.
Mary Stern, CPA, '82, Hampton, VA,
was recently elected to the Board of Directors ofDigital Relief, Inc. and the Advisory
Council of Commonwealth College.
Barbara Williams '82, Hampton, VA,
passed the National Council Licensure Examination for registered nurses and received an associate's degree in nursing.
Williams is a volunteer for Sentara Hospice.
Gayle Kosmicki '85, Fremont, NE, received the Nebraska Alliance of Health
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance
Outstanding Recreation Specialist award .
Kevin Nourse '85, Washington, D.C., is
a management consultant with Price
Waterhouse LLC.
Ronald Prie '85, Thorndale, PA, is director of institutional research at Eastern
College, PA.
Steve Tross '85, Williamsburg, VA, is a
senior planning specialist with Virginia
Power Surry Nuclear Power Plant.
Steven Karnes '86, Newport News, VA,
opened H20 Meter Readers, a home-based
part-time business.
Steve Raiford '86, San Diego, CA, is senior vice president of communications and
production for Morris Cerullo World
Evangelism.
Jeffrey Salomon '86, St. Petersburg, FL,
is a public relations/business development
administrator for Raytheon E-Systems.
Michael Sledge '86, New Orleans, LA,
is a partner for the O'Neil , Eichin, Miller,
Saporito & Harris Law Firm.
W.Andrew Jordan '87, Yorktown , VA,
is vice president and branch manager for
Peninsula Operations.
Virginia Shorter Keithley '87, Hampton, VA, received her Ed.S . in counseling
from the College ofWilliam and Mary in
December 1995.
Jolene Burr Meyer '87, Durham, NC,
was appointed to the executive committee
of the National Voluntary Health Agencies
of North Carolina. Meyer is employed as
Vice President of Finance with the American Cancer Society, North Carolina Division, Inc .
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Tami Sumervold Nunn '87, Newport
News, VA, was promoted to director of human resources of Riverside's Enterprise
Division.
Karen Dugas Pierce '87, Hampton, VA,
is a teacher, writing specialist and Saturday
school coordinator at Crittenden Middle
School. Pierce is expecting twins in March.
Jolene Childress '88, Burlington, NC,
is manager of the Elon College Bookstore.
Christopher Frazier '88, Hoboken, NJ,
is an account executive for Draft Direct
Worldwide. Frazier was recently inducted
into CNU'sAthletic Hall ofFame.
Muriel Messick '88, Poquoson, VA, is
director of accounting at The Bionetics
Corporation.
Randy Myers '88, Suffolk, VA, is a managing member ofMills and Company, PLLC,
CPAs.
Brendina Dennis Tobias '88, Newport
News, VA , is a therapist for Eastern State
Hospital. Tobias recently passed the social work state board exam.
Alan Wilson '88, Panama City, FL, is a
document production supervisor for a navy
contractor at Coastal Systems Station.
Doug Barnhart '89, Norfolk, VA, was
promoted to corporate export manager of
the Hipage Co., Inc. Barnhart received the
first certified Ocean Forwarder designation in Virginia, one of 35 nationwide.
David Brinkley '89, Frederick, MD, is a
transportation manager for Georgia Pacific.
Captain Raymond Compton '89, Worms,
Germany, is Commander of the 181 st Signal
Company in Heidelberg, Germany.
Dr. Shaun Gabbidon '89, Baltimore,
MD, earned a doctorate in criminology
from Indiana University in May 1996. Dr.
Gabbidon is department chairman and ass istant professor of criminal justice at
Coppin State College.
Bob Guthrie '89, Seattle, WA, is a sales
manager for Group Health Cooperative, a
nonprofit HMO .
Kathleen McCarty Swanson '89 ,
Lancaster, VA, is the director of member
services at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club in Kilmarnock, VA.
Deran Whitney '89, Suffolk, VA, is principal of Bassette Elementary School in
Hampton.

90's
Doug Bates '90, Falls Church, VA, was
promoted to director of technical services
at Retrieval Technologies, Inc . in Fairfax.

Marlene Bidelman-Davis '90, Pittsburgh, PA, is attending Duquesne University Law School.
Paul Cowley, Jr. '90, Birmingham, AL,
is an account manager for Legal Copies
International.
Richard Dirmeyer '90, Yorktown, VA,
earned a master's in clinical social work from
Norfolk State University. Dinneyer is the
special education coordinator and Family
Assessment & Planning Team (FAPT) for
Newport News Public Schools.
Michael Grepiotis '90, GlenAllen, VA,
is a long term health care administrator for
Henrico Health Care Center.
Petty Officer 2nd Class Stephen
Heath, Jr. '90, Thibodaux , LA, is a marine
science technician with the Marine Safety
Detachment Houma U.S. Coast Guard.
Roger Lilly, Sr. '90, Newport News, VA,
has been appointed site/sales manager at
Genesis Group's "Bishops Green" Community in Churchland.
Neil Marcella '90, Newport News, VA,
is a sales representative for General Crushed
Stone .
Allison Murray '90, Ellicott City, MD,
is director of a child care center in Columbia, MD.
Kevin '90 and Sheila Trice Myers '91 ,
Richmond, VA, are recreational instructors
for the city of Richmond.
Gary Starbuck '90 is the owner of Gary
M. Starbuck, CPA, and wife, Suzanne Baker
'89 is the owner of Weddings to Remember.
Bob Weintraub '90, Seattle, WA, is pursuing a master's in business administration
from the University of Washington.
Ruth Binns '91 , Newport News, VA,
earned a master's in counseling from the
College of William and Mary.
Captain Tony Davila '91, Cameron, NC,
is an intelligence officer for the Army's Psychological Operation Group in Fort Bragg,
NC.
Karen Mone '91, Alexandria, VA, is an
account service representative for the north
central region ofLEGI-SLATE, Inc.
J. Christine Wallio '91, Richmond, VA,
is a seventh grade teacher at Mt. Vernon
Middle School.
Carla Tyler Brittle '92, Williamsburg,
VA, is director of development for the
Avalon Center, a women and children
shelter and resource center. Brittle is pursuing a master's in public administration
from Old Dominion University.
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Alumni Notes, continued
Robert Bruce '92, Washington, D.C., is
pursuing a master's in international business at Johns Hopkins University.
Robert Dubberly '92, Centreville, VA, is
a senior auditor for Ernst & Young, L.L.P. in
Washington, D.C.
Amber Freeman '92, Poquoson, VA, is
a reading math specialist for Hampton City
Schools. Freeman received a master's in
reading from Old Dominion University.
Cindy Greene '92, Newport News, VA,
earned a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
from the Virginia-Maryland Regional
College ofVeterinary Medicine at Virginia
Tech. Greene is practicing veterinary medicine at the James River Veterinary Hospital.
Christine Hutchins '92, Elizabeth City,
NC, is teaching music at J.C. Sawyer
Elementary School.
James Johnson '92, Charlotte, NC, is
assistant vice president of retirement affairs for First Union National Bank
Corporation Headquarters.
Erik Joule '92, Hampton, VA, is store
manager for The Gap.
J. Christine Wallio '92, Richmond, VA,
received her master's in teaching from
Virginia Commonwealth University.
Michael Buchanan '93, Yorktown, VA,
was awarded a Master in Accountancy
(Taxation) from Virginia Tech and has accepted a position as a tax specialist with
the Richmond practice of Ernst & Young,
LLP.
Michael Burgess '93, Hyattsville, MA,
is an assistant branch manager at First VirginiaBank.
Rebecca Deaux '93, Westfield, MA, is
pursuing certification to teach art at
Westfield State College. Deaux is a volunteer assistant coach for the girl's tennis
team at Westfield High School.
Tina Fomwald '93, Gloucester Point, VA,
is the owner ofTRF Accounting Services.
Patricia Freeman '93, Reva, VA, is a
correctional institute rehabilitation counselor at Coppeewood Correctional
Center.
Renita Hoggard '93, Memphis, TN, is a
counselor for the Shelby County Government Division of Corrections.
David Mann '93, Arlington, VA, is a federal police officer assigned to the criminal
investigations section of the Defense Protective Service/Pentagon Police. Mann is
pursuing a master's in criminal justice from
Virginia Commonwealth University.

~
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Christine Small '93 , Athens , OH,
earned a master's in botany from North
Carolina University. Small is now pursuing
a Ph.D. in Biology at Ohio University.
Frank Walian '93, Newport News, VA,
was recently awarded a master's in applied
physics and computer science at CNU.
Raymond Willis Jr., '93, Newport News,
VA, is operations manager for Triangle
Funding Corporation Newport News office.
Andrea Derby '94, Mt. Vernon, NY, is a
publicist for Mammoth Records in New
York City.
Susan Duffie '94, Taylors, SC, is a customer service manager for Ikon Office
Solutions in Greenville, SC.
Heidi Easton '94, Suffolk, VA, is an
insurance agent for Allstate Insurance
Company in Norfolk.
Melissa Jackson '94, New London, CT,
is a licensed foster parent. Jackson and
husband, Tom, are foster parents to 4-yearold Virginia.
Peggy Masek '94,Arlington, VA, is pursuing a master's in clinical laboratory
science at George Washington University.
Jason McCarty '94, Newport News, VA,
is a service manager at Poquoson Motors
in Hampton and wife, Dawn King '94, is a
registered nurse at Riverside Hospital.
Dale McCienney '94, Portsmouth, VA,
is a staff accountant with Miller Oil
Company.
Christopher Mueller '94, Newport
News , VA, is a patrol officer with the
Newport News Police Department.
Ensign Colleen O'Neill '94, Pensacola,
FL, was recently commissioned at Naval
Aviation Schools Command, Naval Air
Station.
Catharine Wallace Sherman '94,
Tampa, FL, is a fundraising coordinator for
the Tampa Bay MDA.
Yvonne Crawford Turner '94, Newport
News, VA, is pursuing a master's in social
work at Norfolk State University.
Emily McCarter West '94, Akron, OH,
is a project administrator for Keybank.
Beulah Mitchell Davis '95, Newport
News, VA, is a hospice social worker and
Lupus Link newsletter editor at Riverside
Regional Medical Center.
Sean Dyer '95, Newport News, VA, is
stationed at Fort Hood, TX as a company
fire support officer.
Ensign Jacob Gutierrez '95, Pensacola,
FL, received his commission as a naval officer after completing Officer Candidate
School in Pensacola, FL.

Andrew Kiser '95, Richmond, VA, is a
substitute teacher at Henrico County Public Schools and a skill trainer with Cracker
Barrel Old Country Store in Mechanicsville.
Kathleen LeMons '95, Newport News,
VA, a certified portfolio manager with
Wheat First Butcher Signer, was selected
for inclusion in the 51st edition of Who's
Who in America. LeMons has also been
elected vice president of the College of
William and Mary's Graduate School of
Business Administration part-time MBA
association.
Jessica Lucas '95, Hampton, VA, is a
credit card review specialist and consultant for NationsBank in Norfolk.
Terry Marcus '95, Williamsburg, VA,
is employed by Hughes Aircraft Company.
Marcus was involved in the development,
testing and integration phase of ship self
defense system onboard the USS Ashland.
Michelle LeFieur Mark '95, Newport
News, VA, is president ofKaos Productions
Inc., an independent film company. Mark
is co-producing a feature film she's co-written that will be filmed in New York City in
May.
David McCienney '95, Hampton, VA, is
a communication/computer systems specialist at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.
Kristi McRacken '95, Suffolk, VA, is a
programmer analyst for Computer
Sciences Corporation in Hampton .
McRacken is engaged to Matthew Pasko
'94. They have set a March 22 wedding.
Patrice Sawyer '95, Bowie, MD, is a
senior administrative assistant to the senior vice president and director of federal
and international relations for Bank of
America.
Paula Sommerburg Sidell '95, Newport News, VA, earned her MBA from Troy
State University.
Lance Smith '95, Fridley, MN, is working for the Metropolitan Council (Twin Cities) in the transit operations department.
Lieutenant Paul Thielen '95, Norfolk,
VA, was part of the decommissioning crew
of the aircraft carrier USS America.
Derek West '95, Akron, OH, is pursuing a master's in urban planning at the
University of Akron.
Kier Linnelle Holland '96, Suffolk, VA,
is a substitute teacher in Suffolk Public
Schools. Holland is pursuing a master's in
secondary education at Norfolk State
University.
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Stephanie Renee Hunter '96, Newport
News, VA, is a special education teacher at
Western Rockingham Middle School in
Madison, NC. Hunter was recently inducted
into a graduate chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Jennifer Jordan '96, Canandaigua, NY,
is a reporter for the Daily Messenger, a
15,000 circulation daily newspaper.
Thomas Mister, Jr. '96, Newport News,
VA, is a software engineer for Logica, Inc.
in Williamsburg and wife, Melissa Sharman
Mister '96, is a math teacher at Warwick
High School.

Marriages
Scott Jones to Janine Garrett '86,
Reston, VA,August5, 1995.
Paul Floyd III to Lynn Meyer '86,
Charlotte, NC, October 12, 1996.
Robert Nazi en to Miriam Hoggard '90,
Silver Spring, MD, December 1995.
Bob Weintraub '90 to Terri Guthrie,
Seattle, WA, August 24, 1996.
Dwayne Smith to Sheryl Lutz '93 ,
Hampton, VA, November 9, 1996.
Don Richardson II to Channing Cole
'94, Newport News, VA, August 24, 1996.
Ralph Thurman '94 to Jennifer
Veneziano, Williamsburg, VA, October 17,
1996.
Andrew Kiser '95 to Lyda Costello,
Richmond, VA, July 15, 1995.
Mark Mahn '94 to Carla Wilson '94,
Hampton , VA, August 3, 1996.
Derek West '95 to Emily McCarter '94,
Akron, OH,May20, 1995.
Thomas Mister, Jr. '96 to Melissa
Sharman '96, Newport News, VA, July 20,
1996.

Births

t

Charles and Wendy Medick Gray '85,
Suffolk, VA, a daughter, Emily, May29, 1996.
Steve and Janie Tross '85, Williamsburg, VA, a son, Dylan Andrew, September
12, 1996.
Clay and Amy Fogler '86, Mechanicsville, VA, a daughter, Anna Marie, April
3, 1996.
Steven and Carrie Karnes '86, Newport
News, VA, a daughter, Madison Sinatra,
December 6, 1996.
W.Andrew '87 and Tammy Jordan '85,
Yorktown, VA, a son, Jacob Travis, November30, 1995.
Jim and Paula Hailey Meehan '87,
Atlee, VA, a son, ConnorGlenn,August 14,
1996.

David and Tami Somervold Nunn '87,
Newport News, VA, a daughter, Jessica
Lindsay, March I, 1996.
Tim '87 and Kim Johnson Wertheimer
'85, Shelby, NC, a son, Jacob Benjamin,
November 14, 1996.
Patrick and Sherri Edwards Hartzheim
'88, Newport News, VA, a daughter,
Hannah Rae, March 25 , 1996.
Eric and Ellen Jackson '88, Dumfries,
VA, a daughter, Selena Nicole, August 30,
1996.
Andrew and Karen Schmanska Nelson
'88, Smithfield, VA , a son , Philip Neal,
September 14, 1996.
Ron and Leigh Ann Phillips '88, Newport News , VA, a daughter, Madison
McClain, July I 0, 1996.
Steven and Jane Buchanan '89,Centreville, VA, a daughter, Erin Grace, February
24, 1995.
Mike and Shirley Whitehead Dickson
'89 , Panama City, FL, a daughter, Kelly
Michelle, March21 , 1995.
Glenn and Veolia Scott Hawkins '89,
Mobile, AL, a son, Glenn Joseph Jr. , April
10, 1995.
Gregory and Pamela Pressley
'89, Yorktown , VA , a
daughter, Alexus Jade,
September 24, 1996.
Wendell and Yvette
Renaud Staton '89 ,
Savannah, GA, a son ,
Charles, July 3, 1995.
Deran and Conjo
Whitney '89 , Suffolk,
VA, a daughter, Chelsea
Briana, April27, 1996.
John '90 and Hope
Hendricks Stewart '94,
Yorktown , VA , a son ,
Ethan Edward.
Craig '91 and Vonda
Lynch Bryant '90 ,
Newport News , VA , a
son , Jack Townsend ,
February 13, 1996.
Jerry '91 and
Michelle
Largena
Paxton '95, Hampton ,
VA, a son, Allen Todd,
February 9, 1995.
Colby '91 and
Rebecca Russell White
'90, Newport News, VA,
a son, Colby Lee, August
17, 1995.
David and Kathryn
Bunch Knowles '92 ,

Hampton, VA, a son, Jonathon Michael ,
MayS, 1995.
John and Anna Millstead '92, Anchorage,AK, a son, J.T., July 12, 1995.
Mark and Tina Fornwald '93, Gloucester
Point, VA, a daughter, Catherine-Rosalie
Ann, November 15, 1995.
Paul '94 and Karen Forbes Bleier '93,
Virginia Beach, VA, a daughter, Marissa
MacKenzie, December 17,1994.
Buddy and Laurie Coburn Dearing
'94, Hampton, VA, a son, Ricks, December
14,1996.
Kenny and Jill Landry '94, Tahuya,
WA, a son, Zachary Lee, April 3, 1996.

Do You Surf the Net?
Visit CNU's Home Page at
http://www.cnu.edu for new
and interesting stories each
month. Also, look for stories
from the Mariner newsletter,
plus sports scores and th e
latest publications on line.
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UPcoMING EvENTS
You Don 't Want to Miss I
Sponsorships are still available. All
sponsors making a contribution
of $175 or more are invited to a
Sponsor Appreciation Reception the
evening prior to the tournament in
GNU's Alumni Room in the Student
Center. For more information on
how you can participate in this opportunity to highlight your business
and network, call our Office of
Alumni Relations at (757) 594-7712.
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